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Sally Jongsma
Margriet Greidanus and Erin Cooper expect to be part of the fi rst class of nursing students to graduate 
in May with a B.S.N. (Bachelor of Science in 
nursing) degree from Dordt College. Cooper 
and Greidanus like the idea of having “B.S.N.” 
printed on their Dordt diploma rather than on 
one from another school. 
 Th at may be partly because they came into 
the program a year or more aft er they came to 
college and felt attached to Dordt before they 
began their nursing training. Greidanus, who 
comes from Alberta, Canada, entered college as 
an elementary education major, but two years 
into the program she found she was not happy 
with her choice. She has always been interested 
in biology and how the human body works 
and, since both her mom and sister are nurses, 
the switch was natural one. Added to that, she 
lived with nursing students at the time and 
their enthusiasm infl uenced her. In her junior 
year, she switched majors. She will have been at 
Dordt for six years by the time she graduates, 
but it’s been worth the extra time, Greidanus 
says. And because of the way the program is 
set up, with students receiving their R.N. from 
St. Luke’s aft er their third year in the program, 
she now works as a nurse for twenty hours per 
week at a local hospital.
 Cooper had no interest in pursuing nursing 
before three years ago—even though she had 
worked as a hospital aide during summers 
while in high school. She came to Dordt 
considering a major in English, art, or business, 
but says the Lord closed doors in those areas 
and opened them in nursing. Despite the fact 
that she describes nursing as a demanding 
major, she says her love for it has continued to 
grow as she’s gone through the program.
 “I love working with people at hard times 
in their lives,” she says, noting that her favorite 
part of the profession is where nursing meets 
social work. “It’s a lot of work and you have to 
want it and love it, but it’s rewarding,” she says.
 Cooper appreciates the high standards of 
the joint Dordt College/St. Luke’s program. She 
says that her friends in nursing programs in her 
home state of Wisconsin have been impressed 
with what she tells them about her program.
 Although nursing students have graduated 
from Dordt for the past few years, they 
previously graduated with a health sciences 
degree from Dordt, an R.N. from St. Luke’s 
College of Nursing, and a B.S.N. from Briar 
Cliff  University in Sioux City. Th is year brought 
changes: Dordt began teaching its own B.S.N. 
courses, the health sciences major transitioned 
to a nursing major, and students now take 
most of their St. Luke’s coursework on campus, 
only traveling to Sioux City for their clinicals. 
Th e department also added another instructor 
this year: Professor Kate Vander Veen joined 
Program Director Pam Hulstein. Hulstein 
and Vander Veen bring varied and extensive 
experience to the program. Vander Veen is an 
advanced practice registered nurse. Her nursing 
experiences include fl ight nursing, healthcare 
informatics, and family nurse practitioner. 
Hulstein is an advanced practice registered 
nurse specializing in women’s health. Her 
nursing experiences include medical-surgical 
and obstetrics. Both have served in other 
inpatient and outpatient roles as well.
 Th e road to B.S.N. accreditation, as might be 
expected, is a time-consuming but worthwhile 
journey. Th e B.S.N. degree, while not required 
for working as an R.N., is sought aft er by 
employers and essential for further nursing 
education. 
 As chair of the department, Hulstein bore 
much of the responsibility for preparing the 
self-study report required by the Commission 
on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE), 
the independent accrediting agency for 
nursing programs. Th rough its accreditation 
process CCNE tries to hold nursing programs 
accountable by ensuring that they have 
appropriate mission statements, goals, and 
outcomes. CCNE evaluates how well programs 
do what they say they want to do, and they 
assess how well programs meet accrediting 
standards. Th ey also list programs that are 
accredited and ensure that these programs 
continue to improve and keep up with 
professional standards.
 A team of people from the CCNE came 
to campus for a site visit in December to 
speak with people involved in the program 
and to gather the information they needed to 
recommend Dordt’s program for accreditation. 
 “Th ere were no ‘non-compliances’ in any 
of the twenty-three elements required by the 
agency,” says Hulstein, who spent more than 
a year gathering the evidence and evaluative 
information requested by the Commission. 
She expects to hear the offi  cial decision of the 
CCNE in late April. 
 Although accreditation means the B.S.N. 
will be a Dordt degree, the Dordt College 
nursing program continues to be a cooperative 
eff ort with St.Luke’s College of Nursing in Sioux 
City. Students spend their fi rst year on Dordt’s 
campus taking general education courses 
required for a bachelor’s degree. In years two 
and three they take coursework on campus 
and travel to St. Luke’s in Sioux City for their 
clinical experience. In year four, they take their 
remaining general education core courses and 
the nursing courses required for the B.S.N.—all 
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I N S I D E
D O R D T  C O L L E G E
Senior nurses will be fi rst to earn 
B.S.N. accreditation from Dordt
Senior Erin Cooper spends time each week doing a community health practicum at the Sioux Center Cardiac Center. 
She helps monitor patients' progress and assists them with rehabilitation activities.
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra
Why would Dordt College want to be involved with national educational policy?”  Th at 
question came up recently aft er I was 
elected to the Board of Directors 
of the National Association 
of Independent Colleges and 
Universities (NAICU). NAICU 
is a public policy-focused 
association of more than 
900 independent colleges 
and universities that range 
from Harvard University to 
small Bible colleges. It 
represents eighty percent 
of the students who are 
attending not-for-profi t, 
independent higher 
educational institutions in 
the United States.
 Why would that 
eff ort be worth the time and involvement 
of someone from Dordt College? Two 
reasons. First, we want to be vigilant about 
protecting our right to off er biblically 
shaped, Christ-centered higher education, 
free from unwarranted government 
intrusion and regulation. And second, 
Dordt College students each year receive 
almost $1 million in direct federal grants 
and a total of more than $3 million in 
federally assisted loans. Combine that 
with the more than $1 million in state 
assistance that our students receive and it 
becomes clear that a large percentage of 
our annual budget comes from government 
funding—and that doesn’t even count the 
tax incentives given for donations that 
support our eff orts.  
 Government support is not new for 
Dordt College. One reason Dordt College 
was able to become established so quickly 
in the 1950s was because the federal 
government at that time made signifi cant 
amounts of money available for academic 
buildings and provided low-interest loans 
for housing facilities. Even today 
there are places on campus where 
small plaques indicate that the 
facility was provided through 
the assistance of gift s from the 
American people.
 Organizations like 
NAICU help maximize, 
where possible, the amount 
of government assistance to 
students and minimize, as 
far as possible, the amount 
of government regulation 
over college and university 
life.      
      At fi rst glance those 
two goals don’t seem to fi t 
together. Aft er all, if we are 
willing to accept the money, shouldn’t we 
also be obligated to accept the control that 
comes with it?  Isn’t it natural to assume 
that if we are assisted by government funds, 
that we owe something in return?
 Th e answer is, yes, we do owe the public 
community a lot, but we owe our society 
those debts whether they’ve funded us or 
not. As Reformed Christians we believe 
that social structures are part of God’s 
creation and that we are obliged to serve 
within those structures, recognizing 
their authority and contributing to their 
formation and reformation by our witness 
to God’s way. Our college prepares citizen 
participants and leaders for our society—
not a parallel or alternative society as some 
Christians suggest.  Reformed Christians 
have always held fi rm: no matter how 
distorted society may become, our goal is 
to witness to Christ’s redeeming work in 
our society and culture.  We don’t duck out. 
We serve.
 We would owe that to society in any 
case, even if the college and its students 
didn’t receive a penny in support from the 
government.
 What we don’t owe and certainly can’t 
give up is our right to teach according 
to Reformed principles, to organize our 
college according to Christian values, or 
to employ biblical standards to choose 
the faculty and students who make up 
our college. No amount of fi nancial aid 
that a government could off er would be 
worth giving up those principles on which 
we were founded and on which we serve. 
Should the government ever demand 
compliance in areas that would require us 
to give up our foundational beliefs, then, in 
my opinion, it would be far better to close 
than to capitulate.
  We should never be embarrassed about 
what we owe to the society of which we 
are a part—both the United States and 
beyond.  Our global society over which 
Christ is Lord needs the kinds of graduates 
that come from Dordt College.  In order 
to fulfi ll its deepest longings, this world 
needs to be populated increasingly with 
men and women of biblical insight who are 
motivated to serve in whatever square inch 
of God’s world he places them.  
 Th at’s what our society needs, and that’s 
what we owe. Personally, I’ll keep trying to 
make the case that our government owes 
us the freedom to carry out our mission 
energetically and without constraint—and 
that our students are entitled to the 
same benefi ts and support as every other 
student the government chooses to assist 
in preparing to serve our society and our 
world.
What do we owe?
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra
F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T
(Continued from page 1)
off ered by Hulstein and Vander Veen.
 “Adding the B.S.N. has been good for 
the program,” says Hulstein. “It gives us the 
opportunity to more fully base the program 
on the four curricular coordinates spelled 
out in the Educational Framework of Dordt 
College.” 
 Th ese latest changes in the program are 
part of a growing and evolving process, one 
that off ered a cost-eff ective way for Dordt 
College to begin off ering nursing to its 
students and help meet the pressing need for 
nurses in our society. Th e evolving program 
continues to off er students an exciting 
option in nursing training. 
 Both Greidanus and Cooper are thankful 
for the opportunity they've had to be 
engaged in thoughtful Christian refl ection 
and examination of important foundational 
and ethical issues in their courses. Th ey 
appreciate being part of a reputable and 
established program through St. Luke’s. And 
they also like having their R.N. degree aft er 
their third year, enabling them to work part-
time during their fi nal year or volunteer with 
community-based health programs. 
Departments that have strong service components benefi t from direct 
connections to 
those they serve. 
That was the 
reason for setting 




up of people who 
benefi t from the 
services of the 
Dordt College 
nursing program in some way. 
 The eighteen members of the current 
committee represent a wide range of 
organizations in the community: hospitals, 
schools, businesses, churches, health 
consumers, students, alumni, and even 
other nursing programs. This helps keep 
department faculty Pam Hulstein and Kate 
Vander Veen aware of the local nursing 
needs and issues in the community.
 At its semi-annual meetings, nursing 
department chair Hulstein apprises 
the committee 
members of 






she thinks they 
may be interested 
in knowing or that 
will help them 
offer feedback on the program. She also 
poses questions to committee members 
to elicit responses and suggestions. 
The last advisory committee meeting 
discussion focused on the value of 
service learning and how it might look in 
a nursing program. Hulstein says such 
conversations are benefi cial as they adapt 
and revise their curriculum to keep the 
program the best it can be.
Nursing Department Advisory Committee
Pam Hulstein Kate Vander Veen
Th e Reckoning 
screening is 
moved to fall
Dordt College is one of a dozen locations that will 
host a screening of the award-
winning documentary fi lm Th e 
Reckoning: Remembering the 
Dutch Resistance, produced 
by the Grand Rapids-based 
Storytelling Pictures. Th e fi lm 
is based on a script written 
originally by James C. Schaap 
and features interviews with 
four Dutch resistance workers—
people the Jewish people came to 
call “righteous gentiles”—along 
with two Jewish survivors of the 
war in the Netherlands.
Th e Reckoning is a project 
of creative director John Evans, 
whose mother was kept safe by 
the Dutch during the war. Aft er 
reading Th ings We Couldn’t Say 
by Diet Eman and James Schaap, 
Evans asked Schaap to help write 
a script for the fi lm. Two years 
later the fi lm was named winner 
of the New York International 
Film Festival and awaits the 
results of several more major 
fi lm festival competitions. In the 
meantime, it is scheduled for 
screenings in the United States 
and abroad, including Toronto, 
Amsterdam, and Rotterdam as 
well as Chicago, Los Angeles, 
Cleveland, New Orleans, 
Cleveland, Grand Rapids, and 
Pella. Plans are being developed 
to distribute it widely through 
educational venues and theaters 
following its entry into the fi lm 
festivals.
 “Most people recognize 
the importance of capturing 
these types of stories for future 
generations, but it is amazing 
when those stories happen to be 
the real-life experiences of your 
neighbors,” says Storytelling 
Pictures President Corey 
Niemchick.
Th e Reckoning was originally 
scheduled to be shown on 
April 21, but due to scheduling 
confl icts, it will now be shown 
in Sioux Center in the fall. 
For information on screenings 
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Nurses value the Christian foundation
Sandi Altena is in her 10th year of service as 
the Director of Residence Life at Dordt. She is 
joined by Resident Directors Linsay Carlson (9 
years), Bob Taylor (8 years), Sam Gutierrez (4 
years) and Val Gorter (2 years).
On January 29 over ninety students showed up at the Residence Life information meeting held in the 
Eckardt Lounge. Th ere was a buzz in the 
room, and it wasn’t just the dessert pizza.
 Students who attended were given a 
snapshot of the Residence Life program at 
Dordt College. Sandi Altena, director of 
residence life at Dordt explained to those 
gathered that the residence life program 
at Dordt is diff erent from those at secular 
institutions and also diff erent from those at 
many Christian colleges.
   “Our program is based on sound 
developmental philosophy,” Altena says. 
“Our student leaders are trained to empower 
other students to grow in all aspects of their 
lives.  Wisdom development is our overall 
goal. It originates in the fear of the Lord, 
is deepened into spiritual insight, and is 
expressed in loving service to others.” 
 “Our resident directors really care about 
their staff s and pour themselves into them 
through mentor relationships,” Altena 
continues. Resident directors also work 
with the Campus Ministries offi  ce and the 
International Program.
 Students who apply for the thirty-
three Resident Assistant positions at 
Dordt go through a rigorous interview 
process. Selection is made based on faith 
commitment, academic ability, integrity, 
communication skills, and healthy, balanced 
lifestyles and relationships. Aft er the 
fi nal selections are made, the new staff  
participates in several spring training 
sessions and returns early in the fall for an 
uninterrupted week of rigorous training.
 Th e purpose of the training, according 
to Altena, is not primarily to develop ‘good 
RA’s,’ but to develop ‘good people.’ Altena 
requires the staff  to read a book over the 
summer that challenges each of them to ask 
themselves the big questions of life—“Who 
owns your heart? And are you willing to be 
transformed by the King?” Th ese questions, 
according to Altena, help student leaders 
understand their positions on staff  as a 
calling and not just a job. It helps them 
understand their work as ministry. Th ey are 
encouraged to pray in preparation for their 
residents’ arrival, and they, themselves, are 
prayed for earnestly by the professional staff .
 Residence life staff  at Dordt are 
committed to four primary tasks:
• helping the community have meaningful 
conversations with each other–
conversations that are civil, that have 
consequence, that seek to understand, and 
that address all areas of the whole person, 
the kingdom, and Creation. 
• focusing on healthy empowering 
relationships–understanding that people 
are enlarged through relationships with 
others and with God.   
• living thoughtful and intentional lives, 
and asking themselves questions like 
“Who owns your heart?  How are 
things connected?  How did I get where 
I am today? What should I do now?" 
Both resident leaders and their fellow 
students are inevitably changed by these 
conversations.
• creating space for learning, space 
for worship, space for prayer, space 
for cultural impact, and space for 
relationships to happen.  
 Th e fourth emphasis is new this year. 
“Our crazy pace oft en blocks the very 
things we’re trying to accomplish,” Altena 
says. “Th is concept fi ts nicely with our 
developmental approach. Creating space 
for students begins by letting them ask 
questions, wrestle with their fears, and be 
unable to answer all of their questions.
We want to help them in their process of 
becoming–and all of that requires space!”  
 Altena and her staff  have also begun 
recently to work more closely with the 
college’s Retention Council. Because the 
residence life staff  sees the broad context of 
a student’s life, they can provide perspective 
to many academic concerns. At the same 
time they’re oft en able to provide care—and 
sometimes challenge—when a student 
begins to do poorly. 
  “Th e direction we’re going just seems to 
be good,” Altena concludes.
 Th e residence life professionals at Dordt 
share a vision for the Dordt community.  
Th ey acknowledge that very good things 
are happening here, but would like to see 
even more evidence of the Fruit of the Spirit 
on campus. Enhanced learning, civility, 
celebration, justice, accountability, wisdom, 
kingdom activism, and shalom are goals they 
all reach for and encourage. 
 “Fostering a wildly loving community 
that’s passionate about the Lord is where 
we want to go,” says Altena –“from North 
Hall (the all guys building) where RA Tim 
Kooiman visits the rooms of his residents on 
Tuesday nights to gather prayer requests, and 
share real—and oft en broken—moments;  to 
East Hall where RAs have recreated a family 
tradition of thankful feathered turkeys;  to 
Covenant Hall where the residents are rain-
soaked from a Kickballooza Tournament 
(whatever that is!);  to West Hall where 
the Box Fort building contest (judged by 
President Zylstra himself) is held annually in 
the fall—it’s obvious that something special 
is happening in this residential community.”
A snapshot of residence life at Dordt 
College: Developing good people
Th eatre arts 
department
earns four
ATCF awards   
Dordt College’s fi rst semester theater productions each 
received a pair of awards at the 
Region Five Kennedy Center 
American College Th eatre 
Festival (KCACTF) held recently 
at Iowa State University.
 “Arsenic and Old Lace,” 
staged by Dordt’s Th eatre 
Arts Department in October, 
was awarded certifi cates of 
meritorious achievement in 
both costuming and makeup. 
Student Sarah Hoogendoorn 
from Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
was the makeup designer for 
the production. Sue Blom is 
the costume designer for Dordt 
College. Her costumes were also 
modeled in the festival’s costume 
parade.
 “Little Women” was staged 
by the theater department in 
December. Senior Amy Blok 
from Lyndon, Washington, 
was awarded a certifi cate of 
meritorious achievement in 
directing. Junior TJ Lagestee 
from Lansing, Illinois, received a 
meritorious achievement award 
for his role as producer.
 Region Five of the KCACTF 
consists of about seventy-fi ve 
colleges in Iowa, Minnesota, 
North and South Dakota, 
Nebraska, Missouri, and Kansas. 
Each year over 200 productions 
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 TJ Lagestee, Sue Blom, Sarah Hoogen-
doorn, and Amy Blok received awards 
at this year's Region Five Kennedy Cen-
ter American College Th eatre Festival.
Resident assistants get to know each other and the students who live in their buildings through a variety of planned activities.
Jane Ver Steeg
Two senior design projects completed by six Dordt College engineering students have received awards in the 2006 
international competition sponsored by the 
James F. Lincoln Foundation. 
 A bronze award (among the top six 
projects) was presented to a “fl at stacker” 
completed by Dave Kielstra from Calgary, 
Alberta; Andrew Kroeze from Orange 
City, Iowa; Greg Mac Leod from Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa; and Jon Vander Vliet from 
Sheldon, Iowa. Th e team worked with a 
small fruit distributing company in the state 
of Washington, building a prototype that 
automates the transfer and rinsing of berry 
fl ats. Th ey also designed a complete sorting 
and stacking system for their corporate 
sponsor, Sakuma Brothers Processing.
 An award of merit (presented to about 
twenty-fi ve projects) was given to the project 
completed by Alex Haas from Hutchinson, 
Minnesota; and Chad Talsma from Bentley, 
Alberta. Th is team project, “Designing a Cost 
eff ective Brushless DC Motor Controller” 
was proposed by their corporate sponsor, 
Groschopp Manufacturing in Sioux Center. 
Groschopp challenged the design team to 
develop a less expensive, less complicated 
motor controller for brushless DC motors. 
Th e team successfully designed such a 
motor, spending only a third of their budget 
allocation.
 Th e Dordt College bronze award team was 
advised by Dr. Matthew Dressler, while the 
merit award team was advised by Dr. Douglas 
De Boer. 
 “Th is kind of national recognition speaks 
well for Dordt students,” commented Dr. Ethan 
Brue, chair of the engineering department. 
“National competitions give us some 
benchmarks to compare the work our students 
do to the work done at larger programs such 
as Stanford, University of Illinois, Lehigh 
University, Worcester Polytechnic Institute, 
Th e Ohio State University, and others.” Projects 
submitted in the competition are judged by 
engineering professors from other institutions.
 Dordt College is one of only a handful 
of Christian colleges off ering a Bachelor 
of Science in Engineering (B.S.E.) degree 
accredited by the Engineering Accreditation 
Commission (ABET). Students pursuing 
this degree are able to choose a mechanical, 
electrical, civil-environmental, computer, or 
biomedical area of concentration. 
The “Brushless DC Motor Controller” team constructed a digital logic 
controller that commutated (reversing 
the direction the motor turns) the motor 
in both directions. It also incorporated 
pulse-width-modulation speed control 
and an enabling switch. 
 The team tested the project in Dordt’s 
lab with up to twenty watts of power. 
In Groshopp’s lab they deliberately 
continued adding load (drag) to the 
motor’s shaft to test the design to 
destruction. The motor controller 
delivered about 350 watts (almost 1/2 
horsepower) before failing. 
 “We were all very pleased that it could 
handle that much power on its very fi rst 
power test,” said Dr. Doug De Boer, who 
says this was an excellent student senior 
design project and one that other groups 
could expand on in the future.
The “fl at stacker” uses a pneumatically powered vertical stacker, in which 
fl ats (the trays that carried small 
containers of berries to the distribution 
point) are fed into the bottom of the 
stacker, where a stainless steel lift plate 
raises them by means of a pneumatic 
cylinder. A set of one-way hinges then 
holds up the fl ats while the stainless 
steel plate drops to pick up another fl at. 
When the appropriate stack height has 
been reached, an electronic eye sensor 
signals another air cylinder to push the 
stack out the front of the stacker.
 The design team also developed 
plans for a comprehensive sorting/
stacking system that runs seamlessly 
from the plant production line. A color 
recognition sensing eye triggers a 
pneumatic cylinder attached to a diverter 
arm to sort fl ats by color.
 The team estimated that fully 
automating the fruit company’s system 
would save the company approximately 
$10,000 annually, replacing a fi ve-person 
stacking crew.
The Bronze Award Project
Low-lin 
soybeans add 
value for local 
farmers
A new variety of soybeans with low linolenic acid 
content may be a profi table 
alternative for local agriculture 
producers, according to a fi eld 
trial conducted by the Dordt 
College agriculture department 
in 2006. 
 Th e oil from conventional 
soybean varieties has an eight 
percent linolenic acid content. 
Because linolenic acid is 
unstable, making it go rancid 
over time, food processors 
hydrogenate the oil to keep it 
more stable, giving it a longer 
shelf life. But hydrogenating 
soybean oil requires heat, which 
causes trans fats. New low-
lin soybean varieties contain 
only three percent linolenic 
acid, eliminating the need for 
hydrogenation and therefore the 
undesirable trans fats.
 In the 2006 Dordt College 
fi eld trial, three varieties of low-
lin beans were grown, with yield 
results comparable to traditional 
varieties. 
 “Since all food products sold 
in the United States are now 
required to list trans-fat content, 
the outlook for low-lin beans 
is very favorable,” says Dr. Ron 
Vos, professor of agriculture. 
Restaurant chains like Kentucky 
Fried Chicken and Culvers 
have announced that they are 
switching to non-hydrogenated 
cooking oils to reduce trans fat, 
and the New York City Board of 
Health recently voted to adopt 
the nation’s fi rst major municipal 
ban on the use of all but tiny 
amounts of artifi cial trans fats in 
restaurant cooking.
 One company, Monsanto, 
predicts that 1.5 million acres of 
their low-lin brand soybeans will 
be planted in 2007. Producers 
will grow the soybeans under 
contract with participating 
soybean processors, which 
will crush the grain, refi ne 
the oil, and market that oil to 
food companies. Participating 
processors will off er growers a 
premium of up to sixty cents per 
bushel for Monsanto’s VISTIVE 
variety of soybeans. 
 On the Web 
For more information about 
fi eld trials conducted at Dordt 
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Dordt engineers earn awards
(from left ) Greg Mac Leod, Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Dave Kielstra, Calgary, Alberta, Canada; Jon Vander 
Vliet, Sheldon, Iowa; and Andrew Kroeze, Orange City, Iowa; in the 2006 international competition 
sponsored by the James F. Lincoln Foundation.
An award of merit was presented to (left ) Alex Haas, 
Hutchinson, Minnesota; and (right) Chad Talsma, 
Bentley, Alberta, Canada; for their senior engineer-
ing design project.
The Award of Merit Project
The Advancement Offi  ce recently received a family gift  from the children of Ben and Maggie Alons, 
honoring their parents’ commitment to 
Christian education. Ben and Maggie 
Alons, from Sanborn, Iowa, were early, 
faithful supporters of Dordt College. 
Th eir children and grandchildren decided 
that one of the best ways to honor and 
recognize their parents’ commitment to 
Dordt College was to give a gift  in their 
memory. Th eir gift  is now part of the 
permanent endowment of the college, 
providing annual resources for students.
 Members of the family who made the 
gift  are Merl and Rosa Alons, Maynard 
and Gertrude Hofman, Leroy and Donna 
Alons, Marie Vander Griend, Dan and 
Matilda Alons, Roger and Janice Alons, 
Mike and Vicki Alons, Th omas and Sharon 
Beuzekom, Glen and Susan Kramer, Gerald 
and Deb Alons, Douglas and Patricia Sittig, 
Douglas and Kathleen Alons, and Joel and 
Nancy Abrahams.
 On the Web 
Links to senior design projects at 
Dordt, including pictures and video 
may be seen at http://www.dordt.edu/
academics/departments/engineering/
senior_design/




Karissa Stel joined the admissions offi  ce in January. 
Stel is from Rocky Mountain 
House, Alberta, and earned her 
B.A. in psychology at Dordt in 
2005. She had been working as 
an offi  ce manager at New Life 
Family Services in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.
 “Ever 




and a half 
ago I’ve 
wanted 




community, because of the 
blessing Dordt had been to me,” 
said Stel.
 She will work with 
prospective Canadian students 
in Alberta and British Columbia, 
as well as with high school 
students on the East Coast in 
the United States and in a few 
regional schools. “I’m especially 
excited to be able to talk with 
fellow Canadians about why 
Dordt would be a good choice 
for them and how we can make 
it work for them,” said Stel. “I 
want students and parents to 
realize that a Dordt education 
is more than a piece of paper at 
the end of two or four years. It’s 
not just academic growth: it’s 
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Dordt business students have a new opportunity to develop and use the investment 
skills they’re learning 





in the club will 
receive experience 
in handling money 
in a stewardly and 
responsible way.
 Th anks to nearly $12,000 in designated 
donations by alumni, Dordt business 
majors and other interested students will 
invest real money in the stock market at the 
same time that they are learning about the 
market and about managing money in their 
classes.
 “Th e club gives students real 
responsibility for managing money,” says 
Dr. John Visser, a business professor and a 
sponsor of the club. “It will also promote 
discussions about the nature of investment 
and give students concrete experience with 
the fundamentals of investing.”
 Th e club, which started in February, 
was the brain child of alum Chris Huisken, 
a bond analyst, who donated the initial 
$10,000 gift  to make the project possible. 
Since then other business alums have added 
to the fund.  
 Visser plans to have club members 
start by investing in stocks that are fairly 
safe. Th e club will meet every few weeks, 
trying to keep up with the movement of 
the stock market as they balance their busy 
schedules. Th e club will be student-led and 
managed, with an elected student president, 
although Visser and an advisory group of 
alumni will be involved in decision-making. 
 Initially, all of the money the DCM’s 
investments earn will be reinvested. 
However, Huisken intends that some day 
part of the club’s income will be used to 
fund student scholarships. Such a goal, he 
believes, will make students aware of how 
their business decisions aff ect them, their 
fellow club members, and future students as 
well.
  “I believe DCM can provide a 
platform for education, scholarships, and 
institutional development and, at the 
same time, help develop an understanding 
among students for how God would 
have us fulfi ll his mandate as it relates to 
investment management,” says Huisken. 
“Rarely does one platform provide so many 
opportunities!”
Sally Jongsma
Lorna Van Gilst could have taught English and writing to junior high students “forever.” She loved it. But she 
has also enjoyed teaching college students—
and adults in Ukraine and Venezuela and 
Sioux Center—who want to learn to speak 
and write English.
 “I’ve had a blessed life,” says Van Gilst 
as she looks back and prepares to retire 
from teaching in the Dordt College English 
department. 
 She never expected to teach in college, 
although as long as she can remember, 
she knew she’d be a teacher. First it was 
elementary school, probably because she 
served as a second grade teacher’s helper 
already in junior high. Th en in high school, 
her teacher urged her to consider high 
school teaching. She ended up teaching in 
junior high aft er she graduated from Dordt 
in 1967.
 Th e move to college came in 1987 
several years aft er she had taken on the job 
of editing the Christian Educator’s Journal 
(CEJ) in addition to her junior high teaching. 
Being editor of CEJ forced her to think about 
broader issues in education and helped 
give her the experience to teach journalism 
and writing courses at Dordt. Being at 
Dordt College has forced her to think 
more concretely about how her Christian 
perspective shapes her teaching, she says.
 “Teaching writing has probably been the 
most satisfying part of my career,” she says. 
She enjoys the opportunity it gives her to 
help people grow in their ability to express 
themselves. Th at’s as true for the college 
English students that she coaches to fi nd 
their voice as it was for her reluctant seventh 
and eighth graders. She still recalls the eighth 
grade student who so disliked writing poetry 
until she commended and published a poem 
he had written that captured a mood so 
eff ectively. 
 “I enjoy working with people who 
struggle with learning,” Van Gilst says. It’s 
a challenge to fi nd out what it is that is 
blocking a particular student from learning. 
She credits a graduate course she took titled 
“Organic Causes of Learning Disabilities” 
with helping her realize that nearly all 
students have some reason why they act up 
or resist learning. Finding that reason is a bit 
like detective work, but it is worth doing.
 “I care about my students and want them 
to learn,” Van Gilst says. She also cares about 
writing generally, which she says is changing 
today.
 “We do so much instant messaging 
today and we’re so busy that our writing is 
oft en limited to quick responses rather than 
framing a thoughtful question or argument,” 
she says. While writing will change with the 
times and the technology, she continues to 
do what she can to help it be a way for people 
to develop their own voice.
 In the past several years, Van Gilst’s 
teaching has expanded to include the 
teaching of English as a second language. 
It began when she joined several Dordt-
sponsored trips to Ukraine, in which she 
taught English to adults, and became 
more focused following a Fulbright year in 
Venezuela. Back in Sioux Center, she drew 
on what she’d learned teaching Spanish-
speakers in Venezuela and had her grammar 
students tutor some of the growing number 
of Hispanic people in the local community.
 Teaching non-native speakers is diff erent 
from teaching native speakers, but in both 
cases she is helping them fi nd their voice.
 “In Venezuela and Ukraine my students 
were not used to telling their own stories. 
Th ey usually copied speeches. Telling their 
stories was refreshing and new.” 
 Van Gilst, who struggles with eye 
problems, will not miss grading the numbers 
of papers that teaching writing requires, 
but says that teaching at Dordt has given 
her opportunities—especially international 
ones—that she never anticipated. And she 
doesn’t plan to stop just yet. She’s currently 
exploring possibilities for teaching in Latin 
America following her retirement from 
Dordt—although at a less grading-intensive 
pace.
Lorna Van Gilst
F A C U L T Y  P R O F I L E
Alumni-funded Capital 
Management Club gets busy
John Visser
Teaching writing was the 
highlight of Van Gilst’s career 
See page 6 for a closer look at six 
other clubs.
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Dordt students do much more than study and socialize. Some participate in a sport, or play in 
band, or work on campus—or all of the 
above. Some don’t do any of the above—
either because they don’t have the time or 
simply don’t want to. Dordt’s student body 
contains a huge variety of student interests 
that the more traditional activities, like 
athletics or musical ensembles, don’t cater 
to. For that, Dordt has clubs.
 “Clubs give students another avenue 
of involvement in an area of interest to 
them as a part of their college experience,” 
says Ken Boersma, the Vice President for 
Student Services at Dordt. “Th ey allow 
students to become directly involved in 
an area they like or are gift ed in.” Some 
students join a club because it relates to 
their major or career aspirations, like the 
Social Work club and the Future Physicians 
club. Others join clubs to discuss and 
address social concerns, like the Justice 
Matters club. Still others join a club just to 
have fun, and there are many examples of 
“just for fun” clubs—Comedy League (a 
club which also relates to Th eatre), Game 
Club (drawing on a large collection of 
board games), or Four-Square Club (yes, 
Four-Square Club). 
 Clubs do more than allow students 
to pursue their interests; they give them 
opportunities to assume leadership roles, 
socialize with like-minded students across 
grade levels, and interact with faculty.
 When asked what he thought the most 
eff ective clubs at Dordt were, Boersma said 
he believes that all are eff ective in diff erent 
ways. Some clubs help students broaden 
their perspective within their own majors. 
Some off er students alternative athletic 
opportunities (like the Blades hockey 
club, which has been going strong since 
1968). Other clubs might not last as long, 
but still bring current students together 
around a common interest (like an archery 
club several years ago). “Th at’s what an 
eff ective club does,” Boersma says. “It brings 
students together and involves them in a 
positive way.”
Clubs round out students' education 
Justice Matters Club
Student President: Jeremy Westra
Faculty Sponsors: David Schelhaas and Abby Jansen
Justice Matters is a relatively new 
club on campus. It 
was formed a year 
and a half ago when 
two long-time clubs, Bread for the World and Shamar 
combined. Both had a message of biblical justice at their 
hearts, and both counted many of the same students as 
members. Though only about twelve students and three 
faculty meet regularly to plan and organize club activities, 
the mailing list has over eighty names on it, and all 
faculty and students are invited to join. The club looks at 
a variety of justice issues, both local and international, 
and informs the campus by hosting speakers and 
discussions, holding panels, encouraging letter writing 
campaigns, and serving at soup kitchens. Last year, the 
club planned a Justice Matters Week, at which one of the 
main events was a photography exhibit of moving images 
from Darfur. They hope to hold a similar event this spring.
  According to Jeremy Westra, the club’s student 
president, Justice Matters is not affi liated with any 
particular outside organizations but supports the goals 
and messages of many. “Our main goal is to better inform 
the Dordt community about justice issues, both social 
and environmental, and to provide opportunities for 
students to get involved and serve.” 
Dynamics Dance Team
Student President: Joelle Riezebos
Faculty Sponsor: Pam De Jong
Dynamics Dance, a women’s dance club, meets twice a 
week for one and a half hours (or 
more) to practice dance routines 
for performances at sports games 
and the annual Talent Extravaganza. Each year, twelve 
to fourteen women participate in the club, both to dance 
and to socialize. In addition to performances at athletic 
events (one of which is always a country swing routine 
at a lacrosse game, with partners), the members run an 
annual kids’ camp for girls in the community. According to 
the club’s president, Joelle Riezebos, “the Dance Team 
lets girls who share an interest in dancing to get together, 
keep up their dancing skills, perform together, and 
socialize. Oh, and it’s great exercise!”
FACT (Future Active Christian Teachers) Club
Student President: Bekah Tazelaar
Faculty Sponsor: Jenny Van Ry
FACT club is one of the clubs related directly to a major—
in this case education.  All 
education majors are welcome 
to join the club.  Bekah Tazelaar, 
the club’s student president, states: “We are a group of 
education students who get together to talk about issues 
in Christian teaching and plan some events that relate 
to teaching and education.” During the spring semester, 
the club asks some of Dordt’s student teachers to form 
a panel, so the members of club can ask what it’s like to 
be teaching and the student teachers can talk about what 
sorts of things they’re doing. The biggest event the club 
organizes is the Kids’ Carnival during Alumni weekend, 
which is run by club members and other education 
majors and brings in kids from the community to play 
games and have fun while their parents are busy with 
alumni activities. “Even though the club doesn’t have 
many members,” says Tazelaar, “our events are attended 
by a majority of the education department. We learn a lot 
together.”
Monday Morning Coffee
Student President: Eric Vermeer
Faculty Sponsor: Ron Rynders
Monday Morning Coffee isn’t a club in the traditional 
sense, but it defi nitely brings 
students and faculty together. 
Every Monday morning, student 
president Eric Vermeer and three to four other students 
make French press coffee (as well as tea and hot 
chocolate, for those who don’t like coffee) and serve 
it from 7:45-9:00 in the Eckhart Lounge. The coffee is 
available for both students and faculty to take before 
their 8:00 and 9:00 classes, though many people stick 
around for awhile just to socialize with others. “The club’s 
purpose is to provide a service to students and faculty,” 
says Vermeer. “I think it encourages people to get up on 
time and be alert in class. It also encourages positive 
social activity.”
Student Social Work Association (SSWA)
Student President: Sarah Sparks
Faculty Sponsor: Randy Baxter
This club participates in community service and 
provides social work majors 
with opportunities to understand 
more about the social work fi eld,” 
says student president Sarah Sparks. SSWA, like FACT, 
helps expand students’ knowledge of the profession they 
plan to enter after school. The club gives students an 
opportunity to explore issues in social work outside of 
their textbooks, and also alerts people on campus and 
in the community to social work issues. One of the ways 
SSWA helps members experience social work more 
concretely is through a yearly trip that members take 
in the spring, often to an urban area with varied social 
service offerings. This spring, club members are going to 
Minneapolis to visit agencies that relate to their fi eld (for 
example, an adoption agency or an agency dealing with 
juveniles in some way) to experience social work fi rst 
hand.
English and Friends
Student President: Nate Nykamp
Faculty Sponsor: Lorna Van Gilst
English and Friends is Dordt’s book club. The club meets 
on Thursdays about three times 
a semester to discuss a novel. 
This past month, they discussed 
House of Sand and Fog by Andre Dubus III; the coming 
month’s selection is The Man Who Was Thursday by 
G.K. Chesterton. For the two years it has existed on 
campus, the club has brought professors and students 
together to discuss something both are interested 
in—good literature. “English and Friends enables 
student/faculty interaction outside of class,” says student 
president Nate Nykamp. “Another one of the good things 
about the club is that, even though some people might 
think it’s just for English majors, anyone from any major 
can read the books and come to the meetings.”
Other Great Clubs
Snapshots: Six Clubs at Dordt
Th e dance club meets twice weekly for fun, fellowship, and exercise.
From left : Mindy Marcus, Leah Applebee, Amy Groen, Joelle Rieze-
bos 
Middle row: Amy Schroedermeier, Hani Yang, Marne’ De Bruin, 
Bethany Vander Zouwen



























Math Club members Rachel Hondred and Bryan Burgers helped 
grade team work for the annual Great Plains Math League High 
School Competition held at Dordt College.
S T U D E N T  P R O F I L E
Julie Ooms
Dordt College senior Andrea Dykshoorn has a passion for the Middle East.
 A history major with an International 
Relations minor, Dykshoorn has not quite 
decided what she’ll do aft er she graduates, 
but she knows that whatever it is will 
have something to do with international 
relations—hopefully involving the Middle 
East. Th e Abbotsford, British Columbia, 
native has applied to graduate school to 
study Canadian/Middle Eastern relations, 
but what she really wants to do, she says, is 
take a year and intern with the Canadian 
International Development Agency (CIDA), 
which sponsors many programs in Africa, 
particularly Egypt.
 Dykshoorn also readily admits that her 
post-college plans aren’t what she expected 
when she came to college.
 Her passion for the Middle East, she 
says, started with a class on the history of 
the Muslim world, and led to a semester 
abroad in Egypt in the fall of her junior year. 
Her career at Dordt is full of continuous 
encouragement from Dordt’s history 
professors. “Th e history profs here have 
done a great job of preparing me for 
diff erent experiences, both in classes and 
by just sitting down to chat with me. I’m 
indebted to them,” she says. She’s also a 
member of Student Forum, and the editor 
of the Diamond, Dordt’s campus newspaper, 
experiences that have helped her work with 
people and learn to adapt to unexpected 
situations. Th ese experiences helped her 
with her decision-making for the future 
aft er college, and prepared her for her time 
abroad.
 However, Dykshoorn says, nothing could 
have made her entirely ready for what she 
would experience once she got to Cairo for 
a Middle East studies program. “We fl ew 
from Washington, D.C. to Germany, and 
then from Germany to Egypt,” she says, 
“and I remember being on the plane from 
Germany thinking, what did I get myself 
into? I’m tall and blonde, and people in 
Egypt…aren’t!” Her anxiety wasn’t helped by 
the many offi  cial papers she had to fi ll out 
once she reached Egypt, one of which asked, 
“In the event of unexpected death, do you 
want to be cremated?” Th ankfully, she was 
able to overcome her initial fears, and the 
experience ended up being one of the most 
rewarding and guiding experiences of her 
college career. “It was stretching experience,” 
she said. “I learned to adapt. I’m no longer 
afraid to go into a diff erent culture.” Her 
semester abroad also helped her realize that 
she could do something with international 
development outside of North America and 
its luxuries.     
 In Luke 12:48 Jesus says: “From everyone 
who has been given much, much will be 
demanded.” Dykshoorn feels these words 
weighing on her heart as she considers what 
her college experiences have prepared her 
for. “I think this verse isn’t just talking about 
material wealth or talents, but experiences 
as well,” she says. “Not everyone has had 
the opportunity to have the experiences I’ve 
had. Not everyone gets to talk to Palestinian 
refugees, or former Muslims who have 
converted to Christianity and been alienated 





There’s a piece of Dordt College in 1300 homes 
and counting,” according to 
Cindy Nederhoff , “thanks to 
these psalm CDs.” Nederhoff  is 
referring to the CDs of Professor 
Dale Grotenhuis’s arrangements 
of the 150 psalms, adapted from 
the blue Psalter Hymnal and 
performed by Dordt’s choirs, 
bands and, orchestras from 1978 
to 1986.  






over 150 (at least one 
arrangement for each psalm), 
are remastered versions of the 
LP and cassette recordings done 
from ’78 to ’86. Until recently, 
these recordings were only 
available on records or cassettes 
and recordings were organized 
by school year. Th e psalm CDs 
off ered by KDCR now contain 
nine years’ worth of music on 
six discs, allowing listeners their 
“piece of Dordt College” as well 
as a bit of fi ne musicianship, and 
a part of the Christian Reformed 
Church’s musical history.
 Th e CDs were made possible 
by a generous donation from 
the Den Dulk Foundation, 
which supplied the funds 
necessary to digitally re-master 
the songs and re-record them. 
Initially, KDCR had just 500 
copies, which they distributed 
by word of mouth and through 
the odd ad in the Banner. Aft er 
gradually selling the fi rst 500, 
they ordered another 500, which 
they sold within two months by 
contacting supporting churches 
and spreading the word. Th e 
numbers have grown to 1300, as 
Nederhoff  said.
 “We’re hoping that this 
will bring back some fond 
memories,” says Jim Bolkema, 
who works for KDCR along with 
Nederhoff . And hopefully the 
recordings will do just that for 
those who listen to them—bring 
back memories of times at 
Dordt, and refl ection on the 
words being sung.
 On the Web 
The CDs are available for order 
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Dordt College is seeking applications in the following areas: 
August 2007
Art Faculty 
Teach introductory and upper division fi ne art media courses, particularly in the areas 
of drawing, painting, and sculpture as well as teaching art history.
Business Administration Faculty (Possible opening)
Teach introductory and upper-level marketing courses, supervise marketing student 
internships, and advise marketing students in the Business Administration program.
Criminal Justice Faculty 
Teach in an interdisciplinary criminal justice program.  Ph.D. preferred.  Applicants 
should have a background in criminal justice, criminology, sociology, or political science. 
Social Work Faculty (Half-time opening)
MSW and clinical social work experience required; doctorate in Social Work preferred.  
Teach micro-practice courses, with supervision of social work internships. 
Visual Arts Faculty (Possible opening)
Teach graphic design; work with InDesign, Illustrator, Photoshop, and After Effects; 
other assignments such as internship supervision or photography.
Vice President for Student Services
Dordt College invites applications and nominations for Vice President for Student 
Services.  Serving on the president’s cabinet, the VPSS provides leadership for 
Student Services’ staff and programs of the college.  A graduate degree is required 
and experience in higher education and administration or a similar setting is desired.  
Christians committed to the Reformed faith and who desire to help lead a dynamic 
student services program in close collaboration with the academic and curricular focus 
of Dordt College are invited to send a letter of application and resume.  Review of 
applications will begin immediately and continue until the position is fi lled. 
Provost
The Provost is responsible to the president for giving administrative leadership to the 
integration of academic affairs and student services in a coordinated curricular and 
co-curricular program designed to help students develop Christian insight to discern 
and challenge the worldviews of our age in light of God's Word and a reformational 
perspective.  A doctoral degree is required with experience desired in academic 
administration, faculty development, mentoring, and management.  For information 
about the application process, interested persons should contact Susan Droog. Review 
of applications will begin immediately and continue until the position is fi lled.  The 
starting date will be no later than August 1, 2008.
Position Openings
To learn more about a faculty position and receive 
application materials, qualifi ed persons committed 
to a Reformed, biblical perspective and educational 
philosophy are encouraged to send a letter of interest 
and curriculum vita/resume to:
Dr. Rockne McCarthy  
Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Dordt College
498 Fourth Ave NE   
Sioux Center, Iowa  51250-1697
Facsimile: (712) 722-4496
E-mail: vpaa@dordt.edu
Web site: www.dordt.edu/offi ces/academic_affairs
Staff candidates should possess a B.A., with three or 
more years of related experience. Qualifi ed candidates 
with a personal commitment to a Reformed, biblical faith, 
and to the mission of Dordt College, should forward a 
letter of application and resume to:
Susan Droog 
Director of Human Resources
Dordt College
498 Fourth Ave NE 
Sioux Center, IA 51250
Phone:  (712) 722-6011,  Fax:  (712) 722-1198
E-mail: sdroog@dordt.edu
Dordt College is an equal opportunity institution 
that strongly encourages the applications of 
women, minorities, and disabled persons.
D O R D T  C O L L E G E
Andrea Dykshoorn
Dykshoorn looks beyond borders
Sally Jongsma 
People come to this issue, as they do to all issues, with their presuppositions,” says Dr. Doug Allen of Dordt’s physics department. “Worldviews in uence how we  lter scienti c ‘data.’ ” 
He quotes Dr. Roy Clouser: “Virtually all the 
major disagreements between rival theories 
in the sciences and in philosophy can be 
ultimately traced to the di erences between 
the religious beliefs that guide them.” (R. 
Clouser,  e Myth of Religious Neutrality). 
“It’s important to be honest about that as 
we sort through the data,” Allen says.
 Allen knows he brings his own religious 
and political presuppositions to the research 
he’s been doing on global climate change. It is 
part of being human, he says. But while it is 
impossible to be totally objective, he is trying 
to focus on what scientists know about climate 
change and the certainty with which they 
know it.
 Allen has become known on campus for 
his interest in and knowledge about the sky. E-
mails from him alert the campus community 
to interesting star-gazing opportunities—the 
most recent being Comet McNaught in 
January. Sometimes he readies the telescopes 
and invites anyone interested to view the 
heavens; other times he gives directions about 
when and where in the sky to look for comets, 
meteor showers, or northern lights. 
 Allen studied physics as an undergraduate 
at Wheaton College, thinking he would 
study theoretical particle physics in graduate 
school. But while at Iowa State University, 
he decided he wanted to apply physics to 
environmental issues. His work with the 
stratosphere eventually landed him a research 
position with the Navy, studying meteorology. 
 ere he learned much about mathematical 
modeling and how it helps researchers link 
causes and e ects. A er he came to Dordt in 
2005, he continued his work with the Navy, 
collaborating on a NASA research project. He  
also began analyzing research done by others 
to better understand climate change and its 
e ects.
 “I feel obligated to be engaged in studying 
issues like this,” says Allen, who believes that 
caring for the world God created is one part 
of his responsibility as a Christian. “We need 
Christian experts to dialogue to try to arrive 
at concrete policy recommendations.” At this 
point it is not clear to him exactly what those 
recommendations would be. He knows there 
are no simple solutions and tries not to align 
himself with one “side” or the other as he 
immerses himself in research.
 Last November Allen was invited to 
participate in a panel discussion at Wheaton 
College titled “Global Climate Change: A 
Faithful Response,” sponsored by Wheaton’s 
Center for Applied Christian Ethics. Allen’s 
presentation was titled “Is the Sky Falling? A 
Brief Overview of Climate Change Science.” 
 “Global climate change is scienti cally 
complex,” says Allen.  He knows that most 
people would like a two or three sentence 
answer to the question “What do you think 
about global warming?” In his so -spoken, 
gentle way, he’d like to reply, “Do you have 
thirty minutes—or better yet two hours?” He 
also realizes that not everyone can take the 
time needed to understand all there is to know 
about such issues, and they need to rely on 
people they trust for their information.
 As a scientist he also deals with issues 
di erently than a politician or journalist 
might.
 “Scientists want to be cautious, certain 
about their conclusions before they make  nal 
judgments or policy recommendations,” he 
says, adding, “ eir reputations are on the 
line.” Politicians, policy makers, and activists, 
on the other hand, are willing to live with 
more uncertainty, and the public tends to 
be more forgiving if they speak or act more 
hastily.  
 For his panel presentation, Allen tried 
to show what scientists know about climate 
change, where information gets exaggerated or 
stretched, and where it is scienti cally certain. 
“Scienti c papers tend to be conservative,” he 
says. Scientists do not publish unless they are 
convinced that they have something that will 
withstand peer review.
 Allen admits that there may be times when 
people should act before they are completely 
certain about the data, but he believes it is his 
job and that of scientists in general to try to 
distance themselves from policy decisions and 
do the research that allows other leaders to 
make good decisions.
 On the panel in which he participated, he 
was joined by an economist who explored 
how the e ects of global climate change could 
a ect the world economy, an ecologist who 
described how it could a ect global health, 
a political scientist who talked about how 
it could a ect international relations, and a 
biochemist who moderated the discussion. 
 e complexity of the issue became clear as 
people approached it from their particular 
areas of expertise. Allen and Environmental 
Studies Professor Matthew Stutz later took 
seven Dordt students to a follow-up student 
conference at Wheaton on creation care that 
will help them come to their own conclusions 
about how they should care for the world God 
made.
 “For Christians, this is an important issue, 
because God has entrusted the earth to our 
care,” says Allen. “As stewards we are obligated 
to be engaged and think carefully about how 
our actions a ect the creation and its people.”
 Is the best way to be a good steward to cut 
back on what we consume, or is it to further 
develop resources to make more energy 
available to developing countries and help 
li  them out of poverty? And what are the 
economic and political consequences of these 
and other actions?
 Allen is a conservationist in the personal  
choices he makes, and he believes that 
Christians need to be involved in public policy. 
If the e ects of global climate change are as 
big as people say, it will be the de ning issue 
for our generation, and Christians should be 
helping shape the response, he believes.
What Scientists Know
  e fact that the global average surface 
temperature has increased by about one degree 
Fahrenheit in the last century is not disputed, 
says Allen. Similarly, all scientists agree that 
CO2 levels in the atmosphere have increased.
 Some in the scienti c community do 
disagree about whether temperature increases 
are because of increased CO2 levels and some 
disagree about how the changing climate will 
a ect the future. “ ere is a consensus that 
global surface temperatures will continue to 
increase, but predictions about the amount of 
that increase vary,” Allen says.
  e fact that humans could be changing 
the environment on a global scale is rather 
staggering to Allen, who knows how much 
e ort it takes to bring such change. “We 
noticed it  rst in ozone depletion and now in 
temperatures rising,” he says.
 He cites statistics that back up his 
statements. Over the last thousand years, there 
was a slight decrease in average temperatures 
for the  rst 900 years and then a rapid change 
in the last 100 years. From 1860 to 1920 
average temperatures were steady; between 
1910 and 1940 temperatures increased slightly. 
From 1940 to 1970 they again decreased 
slightly; from 1970 to the present they have 
shown a strong increase, with the 1990s being 
the warmest decade in the millennium and 
2006 the warmest year on record.
 Allen says that the climate change debate is 
confusing for several reasons:
• Climate changes occur over long a time 
so we need long-term data records to discern 
trends.
• Climate change trends are smaller than 
normal weather  uctuations so we need good 
statistics.
•  e atmosphere-ocean system is very 
complicated so we need computer models.
• Projections depend on uncertain human 
actions so we need to develop plausible 
scenarios. 
• No one can be an expert on all areas of the 
debate so we need to decide who to trust.
 He believes that scientists must also 
provide accurate information about the likely 
magnitude, causes, and projections of global 
climate change; they must be up front about 
the assumptions they make and tell people 
how certain they are of their conclusions; 
and they must use the peer-review process to 
test their conclusions, provide results that are 
reproducible and refutable, and provide 
quantitative results, not anecdotal 
evidence.
 Following his own advice 
and using research data from 
the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC; 
www.ipcc.ch), he says 
scientists are virtually 
certain (99%) that 
global average sea 
level has risen from 
ten to twenty 
centimeters 
(2.5 – 5 inches) 
and that there 




glaciers. It is very 
likely (90-99%) that there has been a two-
week reduction in the annual lake and river ice 
cover in Northern Hemisphere mid- and high 
latitudes. It is likely (66-90%) that
• the arctic summer sea-ice decreased ten 
to   een percent since the 1950s, 
• the global ocean temperature increased 
since the late 1950s, 
• land surface rainfall has increased, 
• and cloud cover over land has increased.
 Allen notes that climate change can 
be caused by several things: earth’s orbital 
variations, tectonic activity, volcanoes, solar 
variability (although the sun’s output has been 
steady over the last twenty- ve years), internal 
variability, and human activity (greenhouse 
e ect and aerosols).
  e greenhouse e ect, essential 
to keeping the temperature in the 
atmosphere from being too cold 
for life, has changed the most 
since 1970. Between 1940 
and 1970 sulfate aerosols 
may have contributed 
to the cooling trend by 
re ecting sunlight back 
to space. More recently 
greenhouse gases have 
thickened the blanket, 
raising temperatures. 
Concentrations of 
carbon dioxide have 










 Computer models, simulating laws of 
chemistry and physics, take this data and 
make predictions about the impacts of 
these changes. All models project increased 
warming—from 1.7 to 4.2 degrees Celsius by 
2100—and rising sea levels of four to thirty-six 
inches.
 “Not all e ects will be negative for all 
regions,” says Allen, who adds that it is di  cult 
to predict how speci c regions will be a ected. 
One thing that is likely, however, is that poor 
people will be more a ected than wealthy ones 
because they o en live in more vulnerable 
areas and because they have fewer resources to 
deal with change. He believes it is reasonable 
to expect more droughts in some areas and 
more rain in others, as well as 
rising sea levels.
 Allen is still 




but he does believe 
it is important 
to have an open 
mind that allows 
us to adjust our 
thinking based 
on what we can 
learn. “God calls 
us to steward 
his creation and to 
care for the poor,” 
says Allen.  ese 
responsibilities 
should shape the 
kinds of policies we 
promote.
Doug Allen sorts through global climate change data
Is the Sky Falling?
C E N T E R  P I E C E
Dordt College has recently acquired a twelve-foot dome 
observatory, along with a pair of 
high quality telescopes for use in the 
physics and astronomy program. The 
observatory was purchased from 
a doctor and amateur astronomer 
in Sioux City, taken apart, and 
moved to Dordt’s campus. It will be 
reassembled on campus this spring.
 One of the newly acquired 
telescopes is already set up for 
service. The astronomy club hosted 
its fi rst student star-gazing event on 
Wednesday, December 13, to view 
the Geminids Meteor Shower. 
 Dr. Doug Allen, professor of 
physics and astronomy, said the new 
equipment is a wonderful addition 
to the department and will provide 
opportunities for deep-sky viewing, 
study, and photography.
The space observatory 
has a twelve-foot rotating 
dome and a cable system 
shutter that blocks ambient 
light and gives a better view 
of space. 
 A Meade twelve-
inch LX200 telescope will be 
permanently mounted in the 
observatory, keeping it in constant 
alignment with the North Star. This 
telescope has more light gathering 
ability than the telescope the 
department was previously using 
and is equipped with a computerized 
“go-to” system that allows users to 
choose a star from the 64,000-object 
celestial software library. The robotic 
system then tracks the star with 
digital readouts that are available on 
demand.
 The purchase also included an 
Obsession fi fteen-inch Dobsonian 
Telescope, with double the light-
gathering ability of the department’s 
previous best scope. This 
freestanding fi ve and a half foot 
telescope is equipped with user-
friendly computer indicators that help 
viewers zero in on the location they 
are viewing.
 Four new eyepieces complete 
the recent acquisition, offering 
astronomy students new 
opportunities to view God’s awe-
inspiring celestial handiwork.
Observatory will give stargazers new opportunities
The observatory purchased by Dordt College will be set up on campus this spring.
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Global climate change has become a highly politicized issue. Mention of the 
term “global warming” brings passionate responses ranging from “You believe 
that myth?” to “We need to do something now!”  ose who dislike Al Gore’s 
politics are less likely to agree with his climate data than those who don’t; 
those who favor more government intervention are more likely to want to curb 
certain practices than those who favor less government intervention.





Dordt College received a silver award and a 
pair of bronze awards at this 
year’s CASE (Council for 
Advancement and Support of 
Education) District IV awards 
program, held at the annual 
regional convention in Kansas 
City, Missouri, in January.
 Th e Circle of Excellence 
Award category in which Dordt 
College claimed three awards 
was “Excellence in Graphic 
Design on a series or multiple 
piece, page, and color project.” 
Th e graphic designer for the 
trio of award-winning projects 
was Jamin Ver Velde, a Dordt 
alumnus (’99) who has been 
the graphic arts designer at the 
college since 2004. 
 “Living Vicariously” was 
the theme of the silver award 
Parents’ Weekend brochure, 
featuring photos of parents 
revisiting their college years by 
joining students in the cheering 
section, a choir, and sneaking 
out to do some cow-tipping. 
Working together with Ver 
Velde on the Parents’ Weekend 
promotional brochure were 
Dianne De Wit, special events 
coordinator, and Norlan De 
Groot, public relations director.
 “Treasured Memories” was 
the theme of a bronze award 
Alumni Weekend brochure, 
which conjured up the look of an 
old photo album with snapshots 
of alumni and handwritten 
captions throughout. Working 
together with Ver Velde on this 
brochure were De Groot and 
Judy Hagey, former director of 
alumni and church relations.
 Discovery Days, a summer 
camp for junior high students, 
was the fi nal award winning 
piece, featuring vivid colors 
and stylized photos of activities 
being off ered for the week-long 
event. Assisting Ver Velde in the 
production of this brochure were 
De Groot and the Discovery Day 
coordinators, Dianne De Wit 
and Sally Jongsma.
 CASE is the professional 
organization for advancement 
professionals who work 
in alumni relations, 
communications, and 
development. Membership 
includes more than 3200 
educational institutions in 
fi ft y-fi ve countries around the 
world. Annually, more than 
600 institutions participate in 
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Jena Helmus
I didn’t really know what I was getting myself into that fi rst Sunday as I stepped out of the car. Across 
the small parking lot was a white, 
nondescript building bearing the 
name Lao Unity CRC. With arms 
full of books, bags, crayons, and 
food, we walked into the narrow 
hallway leading to the sanctuary. 
Th e fl uorescent lights fl ickered 
uncomfortably overhead. 
When my eyes adjusted to 
the light, I was faced with 
pink upholstered pews, a 
hodge podge of decorations, 
a Laotian man struggling 
to operate a computer, a sea of dark hair 
and brown limbs (which I soon discovered 
belonged to my Sunday school children) 
swarming around a drum set, and directly in 
front of me, a short, smiling woman in bright 
fabric and gold jewelry politely pressing 
a bulletin into my hands. Aft er my friend 
pulled me back to reality, my fi rst thought 
was, I do not belong here. 
 Honestly, I don’t remember much 
more about that fi rst Sunday. 
Th e unfamiliar tone of the Lao 
language, the lilting Asian music, 
and rambunctious children were 
enough to leave my head spinning. 
But the next month, I found 
myself in the middle of the chaos 
again. Aft er the off ering, we 
headed downstairs to our 
closet-turned-classroom.  
Sometimes we had no table; 
other times we had no chairs. 
I never really knew what to 
expect when I got there, but 
the kids were always there waiting: Nam with 
her gold bracelets circling her tiny wrists, 
Tanner with his innocent eyes and tattered 
gray sweatshirt, Walker with his oval shaped 
glasses, Emily with her broken English, and 
Ding Dong with quiet stare. Month aft er 
month we met in the cramped classroom 
to share stories, color pictures, and have 
snacks. Th eir favorite food was Jell-o, so for 
weeks on end, I came armed with plates of 
brightly colored gelatin, most of which ended 
up on the table, fl oor, and walls. In addition 
to Jell-o, my bag was always packed with a 
stack of books for Walker, who didn’t like 
craft s, and cans of Play-do for Ding Dong, 
who preferred the soft  clay over crayons 
and glue. Our room was rarely quiet with 
Emily’s stories about school and home, Nam’s 
inquisitive mind, and Tanner’s gentle laugh.  
 One Sunday as I was walking to the 
classroom tired from the late night before, 
I passed a long line of girls, at the end of 
which was Nam. She looked up with shining 
eyes and a big grin. “Hi, Jena,” she said, and 
then she was gone. Standing in the hallway, 
it suddenly hit me: somewhere amidst the 
swaying music, fuzzy pews, Jell-o messes, and 
brown hair I was pulled into this unfamiliar 
Laotian world, and in that instant, I knew 
that I was exactly where I belonged. 
Jena Helmus
Jena Helmus fi nds her place
working with Lao Christians
F A C U L T Y  N E W S
 President Carl Zylstra was recently 
elected to the CCCU board of directors 
during meetings held in conjunction with the 
CCCU’s 31st Annual Presidents Conference in 
Washington, D.C. Zylstra will serve as the vice 
chair for a one-year term. Prior to this, he had 
chaired the programs committee. 
 Dr. Zylstra was also named to the 
NAICU Board of Directors on February 6 
at the association’s 2007 annual meeting in 
Washington, D.C. Members of NAICU’s 
board of directors set the association’s agenda 
on federal higher education policy, actively 
encourage support of NAICU priorities 
and initiatives, and oversee the association’s 
fi nancial administration. Members serve 
three-year terms. 
 Art Professor Susan Van Geest has 
three art works that will be published in the 
April/May Briar Cliff  Review: “Mercy Seat,” a 
sculpture; “Et in Terra Pax II,” a painting; and 
“Daylilies II,” a drawing. Th e three works will 
also be exhibited at the Sioux City Art Center 
during the month of April.
 Van Geest also has three of her art books 
on exhibit at the Portland Art Museum from 
February to August.
Dr. Paul Fessler, professor of history, was 
named an advisory board member for the 
National Endowment for the Humanities’ 
Voices of Democracy project. Th e project 
promotes the study of great speeches and 
public debates in humanities undergraduate 
classrooms. 
Dr. James C. Schaap’s essay “Frederick 
Manfred: An Elegy for a Man” was published 
in Origins (vol. XXIV, Number 2, 2006), 
the journal of the Calvin College and CRC 
Archives.  
Dr. Duane Bajema, professor of 
agriculture, served as a reviewer for the 
American Association of Agricultural 
Education at the Western Region Agricultural 
Education Research Conference. Th e 
conference is a gathering of researchers who 
present their fi ndings on issues of importance 
for improving agricultural education at the 
middle school, high school, and university 
levels of agricultural studies at local, regional, 
and national levels.
Dr. Tom Wolthuis, professor of theology, 
gave a presentation, “Keeping the Vision 
Alive,” at the Day of Encouragement held 
at Dordt college on February 10. His 
presentation explored how vision and mission 
statements can help churches live and lead.
Nick Breems, professor of  computer 
science, presented an in-service workshop 
for teachers at Sioux Center Christian School 
over Christmas break on using computer 
technology responsibly at the elementary 
school level.
  Dr. Fred Van Geest, professor of 
political studies, has four articles accepted 
for publication:  
“Christian 
Denominational 
and Special Interest 
Political Action 
on the Subject of 
Homosexuality” 
will appear in a 
forthcoming issue of 
Sociology of Religion;  
“Changing Patterns 
of Denominational 
Political Activity in North America” will 
appear in a forthcoming issue of the 
Review of Religious Research; “Christian 
Denominational Political Action on the 
Subject of Homosexuality” will appear in the 
Review of Religious Research in June 2007; and 
“Democracy and the Neo-Calvinist Tradition” 
has been accepted for publication in the 
Christian Scholar’s Review in 2007.
 Van Geest has also been selected to be 
a “Reader at the College Board’s 2007 AP 
Government and Politics—Comparative 
Reading” at Daytona Beach, Florida, in June.
 Jason Lief, professor of theology, gave two 
presentations at the Day of Encouragement 
held at Dordt College: “Dueling Da Vinci: 
Engaging Pop Culture without Being 
Defensive” and with Dr. Karen De Mol, “In 
the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 
Th e Trinitarian Shape of Christian Worship.”
Dr. Ed Starkenburg, education professor, 
has been invited by Simpson College in 
Indianola to serve on a panel of three 
consultants to their education department. 
Th ey are looking for ways to improve their 
program and make the most of the resources 
they have available. Th e panel will interview 
each member of the education department 
as well as administrators and faculty outside 
of education and then review their program, 
budget, and long term goals. Following that, 
they will make recommendations to the 
VPAA. 
  Starkenburg’s science education students 
also have been invited by the Washington 
Pavilion Science Center to evaluate their 
displays. 
Dr. Charles Adams, one of the current 
ARIHE (Association of Reformed Institutions 
of Higher Education) lecturers, gave two 
talks at Calvin College in February. Adams 
spoke on “Naturalism, Nanotechnology, 
and Our ‘Post-human’ Future: A Reformed 
Perspective” and “Teaching ‘Technical 
Courses’ from a Christian Perspective: A 
Reformed Approach to Pedagogy.”  
Mark Volkers, professor of 
communication, spoke at the IBBG (Iowa 
Bed and Breakfast Guild)’s ninth annual 
spring conference in Panora, Iowa. Th e title 
of his presentation was “Tilt the Odds in Your 
Favor,” in which he off ered insights on how 
to best package and promote B&Bs for the 
greatest visitor appeal.
  Volkers also took several students to the 
State Penitentary in Sioux Falls to shoot video 
footage and interview people for promotional 
pieces for the chaplaincy ministry there.
Rev. Rod Gorter, dean of the chapel and 
theology professor, led a workshop titled “Th e 
Local Church and Missions” at the February 
Day of Encouragement held on campus.
Dr. Robert Horton, professor of music, 
has been selected as one of twelve competitors 
for the 7de Internationaal Schnitger 
Orgelconcours in Alkmaar, Th e Netherlands, 
to be held June 21-30. He is the only 
American organist selected to compete. Th e 
Schnitger Organ Competition features two of 
the fi nest organs in Holland, one of which was 





 Th e Defender women defeated Dana, a 
team they had lost to in the regular season 
fi nale, in the fi rst round by a 62-61 count. 
Th e Defender men got to the semifi nals 
with a 47-44 win over Hastings College 
in Hastings, Nebraska, in the quarterfi nal 
round. 
 Th e Defender men posted several 
milestones along the way with Senior Derek 
Keizer setting a new career assist record with 
498, knocking Kevin Gesink out of the top 
spot with 469. Keizer fi nished his career with 
192 steals, eight short of the career record 
held by Shawn De Stigter. 
 Eric Van Maanen had a breakout year, 
averaging over 13 points per game and 
moving to 
16th all-time 
in career steals 
with 94. Th e junior 
scored 431 points 
and currently has 630 career 
points. Scott Van Zanten, a sophomore, 
surpassed 500 career points, with 545, and 
is within striking distance of 300 rebounds 
with 282.  Van Maanen was an all-GPAC 
fi rst-team selection by the conference 
coaches, while Van Zanten earned honorable 
mention.
 Chad Huenink also went over 400 career 
points and has 315 career rebounds and 
made 63.4 percent of his shots this year, the 
fourth best percentage posted by a Defender 
with over 100 attempts in a season. Brian 
Eekhoff  has 483 career points and made 128 
free throws which ranks seventh all-time 
for a season at Dordt College. Eekhoff  was 
accorded honorable mention by the GPAC 
coaches at the conclusion of the season 
while Logan Kingma, a freshman, 
earned the conference coaches nod 
as league freshman of the year and 
honorable mention all-conference 
aft er averaging nearly 10 points and 
fi ve rebounds per game in his initial 
season. 
 In terms of team records, the 
33 games played breaks the 
previous games played record 
of 32 set in 2005-2006 and the 
Defenders also grabbed a new 
season record 1212 rebounds, 
breaking the 2002-2003 total 
of 1123. Dordt took down 818 
defensive rebounds, which 
broke the old mark of 784 
set in 2005-2006. 






the old record 
of 480 set in 
2005-2006. 
 Th e Defender’s 21 wins ranks third 
all-time behind the 1987-1988 record of 
25-5 and the 2005-2006 record of 22-10. 
Women’s Basketball
 Th e Defender women also had their 
share of milestones. Lindsey Van Wyk 
advanced to 13th all-time in scoring with 
866 career points while also inserting herself 
in third all-time in three-point percentage, 
making 35.2 percent of her long shots. 
Lindsey’s total of 372 fi eld goal attempts this 
season ranks her fourth all-time. Van Wyk 
took fi rst team all-conference honors 
from the GPAC coaches this season.
 Kara Karlsgodt surpassed 400 
career rebounds this season and has 
428 for her career which 
puts her in 17th 
all-time with one 
season to go. 
Karlsgodt 
earned 
honorable mention from the 
league coaches along with Kate 
Du Mez. Du Mez averaged 11 
points per game and dished out 3.5 
assists per game in her freshman 
season, joining the team at the 
conclusion of the soccer season.
 Th is year’s team also established 
records for points scored with 
1989, fi eld goal attempts of 1910, 
attempted free throws with 423, 
rebounds with 1194, defensive 
rebounds with 773 and games played 
with 30. 
      Th e Defender women advanced 
to the quarterfi nal round of the 
GPAC post-season tournament, 
matching two previous quarterfi nal 
appearances in 2005 and 2006.
 Both Dordt College 
basketball seasons 
came to an end in 





Th e Defender 
women 
advanced to 
the quarterfi nal 
round before losing 
to Mount Marty 
in Yankton, South 
Dakota, and the 
Defender men 
lost on the road in 
the semifi nals to 
Northwestern. 
Indoor Track
 Several Dordt 
College athletes 
qualifi ed for the NAIA 
national indoor track 
and fi eld meet which 
was held in early March at 
Johnson City, Tennessee. 
Th e women’s team 
sent two relays, the 4 x 400 and the 4 x 
800 quartets, to the national level, with the 
teams made up of combinations of Sierra 
Zomer, Tami Wieringa, Jen Kempers, Abbie 
Soodsma, Joy Horstman and Sarah Sikkema.  
Kempers also qualifi ed for the 1000 meters 
with a new school record in the event of 
just over three minutes and competed in the 
high jump at the meet, having cleared 5’3 on 
several occasions this season.
 Th e men’s season was highlighted by Dan 
De Jong’s assaualt on the men’s record book 
in the triple jump and the high jump. De 
Jong saved his best performance before the 
national meet for the GPAC championships 
where he popped a triple jump of 47’5.25” 
at the meet in Lincoln, Nebraska. De 
Jong also bettered the high jump record 
when he cleared 6’9 early in the season. 
He qualifi ed for both events at the 
national meet.
Club Hockey
 It’s been a good year for 
Blades Hockey. Coming off  a 
rebuilding year in 2005-2006, 
in which the team only recorded 
two wins, the Blades fi nished 
the 06/07 season with a 21-11-1-
1 record. With a roster made up of 
nearly all freshmen and sophomores, 
the Blades got off  to a strong start and 
defeated opponents from larger schools 
and from higher tiers of competition.  
 Th e season was marked by some 
resounding successes and also some 
disappointing losses, the result of the 
inexperience inherent in such a young 
team. “Th ere was no lack of leadership 
however,” says Coach Nate Van Niejenhuis, 
adding, “With Sophomore Captain Jared 
Rempel leading the charge, the boys battled 
hard each and every weekend.”
 Junior David Prins’s steady play helped 
solidify the defensive core, and several 
very talented young freshmen added the 
necessary fi repower to place the team sixth 
in the Pacifi c Region of ACHA Division 
III play, only two spots out of a berth at 
nationals. Th e team ended the season placing 
second in the Great Plains tournament, 
facing Iowa State University in the fi nal 
game and outshooting them 47–30, only 
to be shut out by an incredible goaltending 
performance. 
 “As a team, the Blades had a tremendous 
season and represented Dordt College in fi ne 
fashion. Th ey received compliments from 
fans, opponents, and offi  cials on their level 
of play and the class with which they carry 
themselves both on and off  the ice,” says Van 
Niejenhuis. 
  Th e highlight of the season may have 
been the 8-7 loss to the powerhouse team of 
the University of Northern Colorado, who 
fi nished the season fi ft h in the nation. Th e 
Blades are excited about the next season 
of hockey already, and plan to add a few 
new players to strengthen their lineup even 
more. “We also hope to represent Dordt at 
the ACHA Division III National tournament 
next year if everything falls into place,” says 
Van Niejenhuis.
  Th e team recognizes retiring seniors 
Corey Dykstra and Jeremy Bakker for their 
steady play and spirited contributions to the 
team.
S P O R T S
Equality Ride
visits campus
Last fall Dordt College learned that it would be one of 
thirty-two Christian colleges 
and universities visited by 
the Soulforce Equality Ride, a 
group of advocates touring the 
country in what they describe as 
a “pursuit of justice” for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transgender 
people. Th ey targeted schools 
with policies they feel are 
discriminatory.
  Dordt College staff  tried to 
dissuade the riders from visiting 
campus and suggested alternate 
ways to discuss college policies. 
Th e Equality Ride still chose to 
visit Dordt.  
 “Rather than have them 
arrested, we decided to use this 
as an opportunity to give a strong 
Christian witness to our position 
and to provide an educational 
moment for our campus on how 
to engage a critical social issue of 
our day from a biblical point of 
view,” said Dr. Carl Zylstra.
 Dordt College’s policy with 
regard to sexuality is based 
on its biblical beliefs that the 
only appropriate context for 
sexual intimacy is within the 
bonds of the marriage covenant 
between a man and a woman. 
Th e college planned ways to 
help students grow in their 
biblical understanding of how 
to think about homosexuality—
something many students will 
face once they leave campus—
and to share that understanding 
with members of Soulforce.
 Th e visitors felt that the 
college had been gracious, 
and many students learned 
something about how to show 
love and respect to people they 
wholeheartedly disagreed with. 
 “If Christians want to reach 
this population… the fi rst step 
has to be dialogue,” said one 
student. A faculty member adds, 
“Th e Soulforce visit provided 
the opportunity for the Dordt 
community to move discussions 
concerning homosexuality and 
sexual orientation from the 
abstract… to real people.”
 “We  pray that it was good 
for the visitors to interact with 
a Christian community that 
doesn’t fulfi ll their stereotypes 
but instead articulates clearly 
the gospel of God’s good and 
gracious law for human sexuality 
in a kindly manner,” said Zylstra.
 Vice President for Student 
Services Ken Boersma said, “I 
continue to be in prayer for the 
institutions that have yet to be 
visited, for the Riders themselves, 
and for the Dordt College 
community as we continue to 
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Winter sports wrap up
 On the Web 
Check out the most recent results by 




Randy Poel Memorial 
Scholarship
Norman C. and Lucile N. Poel 
have established an endowed 
scholarship in memory of 
their son Randy Poel, a 1981 
Dordt College graduate. 
Randy was a biology teacher 
at Sheboygan County 
Christian High School. His 
family wishes that this $2,000 
scholarship be awarded to a 
Dordt College student in the 
teacher education program 
who intends to teach biology. 
Students intending to teach 
other natural science areas 
may also apply.  
Jonathan Ross Kooima 
Scholarship
Wilmer and Marilyn Rensink 
will annually fund this 
scholarship in memory of 
their grandson Jonathan 
Ross Kooima, who was a 
2006 Dordt College freshman 
student from Ridgecrest, 
California. Th is $1,000 
scholarship will be awarded 
to an engineering major, with 
special consideration given to 
applicants who are members 
of the Kuyper Scholars 
Program.  
Chemistry Faculty Honors 
Scholarship
Th is $2,000 scholarship 
is funded annually by an 
emeritus Dordt College 
chemistry professor who 
wishes to show support 
for students majoring in 
chemistry. All full-time 
Dordt College students in 
good academic standing who 
complete the application 
materials will be considered 
for this scholarship.
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F R O M  T H E  A L U M N I  D I R E C T O RNew Named
Scholarships
Aft er two and a half enjoyable years of service in the business world, I have returned to Dordt College to try to 
fi ll the large shoes left  
by Judy Hagey, the 
previous Director 
of Alumni and 
Church Relations. 
In case you didn’t 
know, I served in 
the development 
offi  ce here at Dordt 
College for eleven 
years before leaving 
in the summer of 
2004. (Some 
might call it a 
sabbatical!)  
 Judy has 
set the alumni 
relations and church relations bar high. I 
hope to continue and perhaps expand the 
wonderful alumni and church relations 
programs that she guided and that God 
blessed for the last ten years.
 Much of my work since starting on 
January 3 has been learning the many 
responsibilities and duties that go with this 
position. Th ese duties include working with 
a very capable alumni council, coordinating 
Alumni Weekend, planning the 50th
anniversary reunion of the fi rst graduating 
class at Dordt College, getting involved with 
touring groups, and… I could go on but 
won’t.
 One of my goals for the future is to 
schedule more regional events for alumni 
around North America. (We’re going to need 
your help here, folks, to make this work!) 
When there’s an event in your neighborhood, 
please, please try to take the time to attend.  
Dordt College is unique in that we have 
alumni scattered all over North America, and 
it takes a great deal of eff ort to make these 
events happen in many locations. 
 Another goal is to reintroduce the 
concept of alumni chapters around the 
country. Chapters can be a huge aid to the 
college in recruitment, career networking, 
mentoring potential and current students, 
and fund raising. As alumni, you are our best 
asset in these areas.
 None of our goals can be reached without 
God’s guidance and the willing servant spirit 
of Dordt College alumni. We need alumni 
to volunteer, to say yes to a call to volunteer, 
to be aggressive in looking for opportunities 
to be involved. As former students you have 
a vested interest in the mission of Dordt 
College and my hope is to involve many of 
you, in some way, with the college. 
 I look forward to meeting and talking 
with many of you over the coming years. 
Please pray that Dordt College can make a 
diff erence in the lives of young people and 
in the lives of all those who come in contact 
with Dordt College. 
Alumni Weekend
 Alumni Weekend 2007 was an enjoyable 
one for those who chose to attend. Ida 
Mutoigo and Mary Post were recognized as 
the Distinguished Alumna and Distinguished 
Service Award winners for 2007. Th ey were 
at an Alumni Banquet on Friday night, and 
those in attendance were encouraged by 
these “Living Stones” and the work they 
are doing in the kingdom. Mutoigo spoke 
in chapel and various classes during the 
weekend, while Post spoke and presented in 
two education classes.  
 Th e Dordt Blades hockey team won 
one of their two weekend games over the 
University of Nebraska. Th e Dordt College 
women’s basketball team lost a heartbreaker 
by two points to Dana College, while the 
Dordt College men’s basketball team sent the 
alumni home happy with a nine point win. 
 Th e Alumni Basketball team proved they 
can still play by posting a 104-80 win over 
the men’s JV basketball team. Eric Maas 
(2002) led the way with 17 points while 
Shawn De Stigter (2003), Brian Wassenaar 
(2002), and Brandon Haan (2006) each had 
15 points.
 Other events that the alumni attended 
were an art show by Samuel Gutierrez (2000) 
and Chloe Hilden (2002) (see page 14), the 
talent extravaganza, and an ice cream social 
on Saturday night.
Hello . . . again
Wes Fopma
Mary (Vander Ploeg) Post, along with Ida Kaastra Mutoigo, was honored at the Alumni Banquet on Friday 
evening of Alumni Weekend.
Sarah, Jonathan, and Abby Vander Werf enjoyed the Kids' Carnival held in the Rec Center.
Th e Dordt Blades always draw a good crowd during their Alumni Weekend games.
A L U M N I  N O T E S
On behalf of the Alumni Council, I would like to 
thank all who contributed to 
the Alumni Drive this past 
spring. Your past generosity 
to the Alumni Fund helped us 
expand our scholarship off erings 
to include eight incoming 
freshman scholarships. Th is 
year we are pleased to learn that 
you have pledged over $70,000 
to the Alumni Scholarship 
Fund. For every $20,000 in the 
fund one $1,000 scholarship 
is created. Th is coming fall, at 
our Alumni Council meeting, 
the Scholarship Committee will 
report on opportunities to off er 
additional scholarships because 
of your generosity. Again, thank 
you for your contributions. If 
you didn’t have a chance to 
pledge and would still like to 
contribute, please contact Barb 
Mellema at Dordt College (712-
722-6005).  With all of our help 
Dordt can be more fi nancially 
attainable for students from 
across North American and the 
World.
Rodney Lamfers
        Alumni council president
Deciding where to go to college is 
a big decision. I knew  that Dordt 
was where I wanted to go but I 
was unsure how I was going to 
pay for such a great Christian 
education. I prayed and told God 
I would go to Dordt only if He 
provided a way. At the end of that 
week, I got a phone call that I had 
received the Alumni Association 
Regional Scholarship Award. It 
was because of that scholarship 
that I knew Dordt was were God 
wanted me to be. Th e scholarship 
was such a blessing for me and 
truly an answer to my prayers. 
God is so good and uses various 
people for His purpose. Th ank 
you to all who have helped in 
providing a way for me to be 
here through your donations and 
prayers. May God bless you and 




Th e Alumni Scholarship 
allowed me to realize my 
dream of attending a Christian 
institution for the fi rst time in 
my life.  I am grateful to these 
Alumni who helped me to receive 
an education through a Christian 
perspective and interact with 
other awesome people who share 
my faith.  I am truly thankful 
for this opportunity to grow 
in my faith while studying at 




ScholarshipsDr. Judith De Jong’s (‘72) research on Indian 
boarding schools has been published as a special 
issue (13/2) of Th e American Indian and Alaska 
Native Mental Health Research Journal.  It can be 
viewed in its entirety or downloaded at: www.
uchsc.edu/ai/ncaianmhr/journal_online.htm. Th e 
monograph provides data on the characteristics 
of students in fi ve schools serving Native 
American children, describes the environments at 
those institutions, and discusses challenges faced 
by the schools. Results of her research indicate 
that schools that treat Native American children 
with respect and adopt strategies addressing 
physical, emotional, academic, and spiritual 
needs have more successful outcomes than those 
which physically restrain, diagnose and medicate 
students, and those which focus on increasing 
academic achievement without addressing needs 
in other areas.
Jay Alan Wierenga (’82) was co-winner of the 
2006 APTRA Mark Twain Award (Associated 
Press Television and Radio Association) for best 
radio show for a program titled “Voices of the 
Troops.”  Jay took calls and hosted the show from 
the studio in Sacramento. Former KFBK talk 
show host Mark Williams and KSFO talk show 
host Melanie Morgan reported from Baghdad, 
Iraq.  
Doris (Scholten, ’85) and Scott Wolbrink 
announce the adoption of Gerrit E., born on 
May 9, 2006, in Denver, Colorado. He joins big 
brother, Roger. Gerrit’s adoption was fi nalized on 
December 18, 2006.
John and Linda (Sjaardema, ’88) Subda were 
blessed with a little girl, Jennifer Rose, born on 
July 11, 2006, in Lusby, Maryland.
Ryan (’88) and Kim (Veenstra, ’89) Hoekstra
had twins on November 29, 2006. Ryley James 
weighed 4 pounds 7 ounces and Ravyn Elaine 
weighed 2 pounds 12 ounces. Th ey were 
welcomed into the world by their older sister, Nia 
Rae, age 2.
Mike (’89) and Kerry Vander Wel announce 
the birth of Simon Th omas, born on January 
26, 2007, in Seattle, WA. Simon joins siblings 
Anneka, Marcus, and Amelia.
Andrew Wierenga (’89) recently moved 
from Florida to Arizona to be close to his Mom 
aft er his Dad passed away in August of 2006. He 
is preparing to re-enter Law Enforcement in the 
Phoenix area aft er having served as an Auxiliary 
Deputy Sheriff  in Florida.
Carson Trey was born on December 28, 2006 
to James and Carla (Moedt, ’91) Feltz.
Philip (’92) and Renae Kok are proud to 
announce the birth of Hannah Elizabeth, born on 
April 7, 2006, in Kalamazoo, Michigan. Hannah 
joins big sisters Lauren (6) and Madelyn (3).
Eric (’92) and Lori Eekhoff  announce the birth 
of their daughter, Emma Marie, on September 
22, 2006.
Kevin (’92) and Hilda TeWolde welcomed 
Owen John on November 23, 2006, a brother for 
Kendra Renee.
Michelle (Van De Berg, ‘93) and Richard 
Jentsch had a baby boy, Austin Lee, on November 
22, 2006, fi ve weeks early. At home to welcome 
him are his two sisters, Amber (12) and Inga 
(9). Michelle is a business education teacher 
at Zumbrota-Mazeppa and Pine Island School 
Districts. Richard is an electrician in Zumbrota, 
Minnesota.
Kristie (Terpstra, ’93) and Stephen Heard had 
a baby boy, Jamie Owen, on July 3, 2006.
Aaron (’94) and Brenda (De Jong, ’92) Prins
announce the birth of Zoe Jeanae, born on July 
11, 2006. She joins two brothers, Alex (9) and 
Austin (4).  
Ira and Karen (Bakker, ’94) Witt announce 
the birth of Jorja Rose born on September 30, 
2006. She is welcomed home by brother Charles 
(9) and sisters Kansas (8), Madalyn (6), Annika 
(5), Hannah (3), and Audrey (1).  Th e Witt family 
lives on a farm in Middlesex, North Carolina. 
Karen homeschools the four oldest children.  
Alex (’95) and Diana Van de Hoef are proud to 
announce the birth of a baby girl, Chelsea Ruth. 
She was born on January 12, 2007, in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, and joins her three-year-old sister, 
Alicia.
Ryan and Carmen (Horstman, ’95) Mulder 
announce the birth of Britton Luke on August 9, 
2006. He joins siblings Dawson (6) and Gavin (3).
Chad (’95) and Sue (Vanden Brink, ’96) 
Uittenbogaard had a baby girl, Karyn Ranae, 
born on Feb. 2, 2007.  
Wayne (’96) and Tonia Feeleus had a second 
child, Lyndon Derek, born on May 1, 2006. 
Barry (’96) and Jolene (Joni Eekhoff , ’95) Ter 
Hark are proud to announce the birth of their 
daughter, Erin Jenae, born in Grinnell, Iowa, on 
January 19, 2007. Erin was welcomed home by 
her big brother, Ethan (4).
Sarah (Larson, ’96) and Eric Helus are proud 
to announce the birth of a baby girl, Selah Jean. 
She was born on August 1, 2006, in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado.
Mandy (Langeland, ’97) and Jason Van 
Hofwegen 
are proud to 
announce the 
birth of Lily 
Camille, born 
on November 








married on July 7, 2006, in an outdoor ceremony 
near Mount Vernon, Washington. Aft er a 
honeymoon cruise to Alaska, Stu and Denise 
live in Mount Vernon where Denise owns and 
operates Riverside Health Club and Stu is the 
facilities manager. Th ey attend Faith Community 
Fellowship CRC.
Jason Nikkel (’97) recently accepted a 
position as Media Center Director/Library 
Media Specialist at Unity Christian High School 
in Hudsonville, Michigan, where he had been 
teaching English for nine years. He has taught 
several seminars for parents and the community 
about internet safety. Jason has also nearly 
completed master’s courses in educational 
leadership with a focus on media center literacy 
and technology.
 Jason and 
his wife, Laura, 
also announce 
the birth of their 
healthy baby girl, 
Arianna Judith 
on December 27, 
2006.  
John (’97) and Alice Schelling had a baby 
boy, Ethan Ames, born on December 21, 
2006. His siblings welcoming him home are Levi 
(4) and Alana (3).
Brad Vos (’97) and Stephanie Faw were 
married on August 19, 2006, in Ephrata, 
Washington. Th ey live in Portland, Oregon, 
where Brad is completing seminary.
Karla (Veenstra, ’97) and Keith Bowe 
announce the birth of Emily Grace, born on 
October 7, 2006, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Th e 
proud brother and sister are Alexis (5) and Ethan 
(2).
Mark and Rachel (Postma, ’98) Memmelaar 
(’97) announce the birth of Sophie Grace, born 
on April 18, 2006. She joins big brother Jacob 
in their St. Louis, Missouri, home, where Mark 
is in his second year as principal of Covenant 
Christian School.
Terry Bultje (’98) and Kari Gauer were 
married on August 12, 2006, in Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota.
Wendy (Baas, ’99) and Jerry Fleishman were 
married on April 29, 2006, in Harrison, South 
Dakota. Th ey now live in Fairbanks, Alaska.
Cheryl (Busker, ’99) and Troy Westercamp 
announce their marriage on September 16, 2006, 
in South Holland, Illinois. Th ey currently live in 
Tinley Park, Illinois. Troy is the Discipleship and 
Small Group Pastor at Calvary Church in Orland 
Park, and Cheryl is a fi nancial aid coordinator at 
Trinity Christian College. 
Jennifer (Hekman, ’99) and Scott Ritzema
(ex’95) announce the birth of Cassidy Hope, born 
on May 11, 2006, in Waupun, Wisconsin. She 
joins two-year-old, Elise Faith. “Th e girls adore 
each other, and we feel incredibly blessed with 
our very busy kids,” they write.
Lisa (Zandstra, ’99) and Chris Laud are proud 
to announce the birth of a baby girl, Alyssa Ann, 
born on July 24, 2006, in Palos Heights, Illinois.  
She joins proud big brother, Jonathan (3).
Kurtis (’99) and Lisa (Van Mersbergen) 
DeBruin (’99) announce the birth of a baby girl, 
Erica Marie, born on February 2, 2007, in Pella, 
Iowa. Erica was welcomed home by her brother 
Jaren (4) and sister Bethany (2).
Heather (Williams, ’99) and J.D. Smith 
announce the birth of a baby girl, Vivian Grace, 
born on April 20, 2006 in St. Albert, Alberta.
 Jennifer 
(Hospers, ’99) and 
Tyler Atkinson 
announce the birth of 
Noah Gabriel, born on 
January 15, 2007, in 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin. 
“We are loving the joys 
parenthood brings!”
Jonathon (’00) and 
Joanne (Kim, ’99) Jongsma had a baby girl, 
Ruby Ahjin, on March 3, 2007, in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. 
Ranee (Westra, ’00) and Jason Clapp (’99) 
announce the birth of Emma Grace, born on 
November 28, 2006, in Seattle, Washington.
Ben (’99) and Teresa (Leder, ’01) 
Bloemendaal welcomed Ella Elizabeth on 
November 16, 2006.
Carla (Geleynse, ’00) and Ben Proctor 
announce the birth of Abby Joy, born on October 
2, 2006, in Newton, Kansas.  She joins her big 
brother, Jake (2).
Kelly (Regnerus, ’00) and Brandon Van 
Overloop have two children, Th omas Ryan born 
January 21, 2005, and Addison Ruth, born April 
12, 2006.
 Trisha 
(Bykerk, ’00) and 
Sam Vander Pol
(’00) are proud 
to announce the 
adoption of Natalie 
Lynn, born on 
September 26, 2006, in Warren, Michigan. Th ey 
expect the adoption to be completed in April 
2007.
Tyler ('00) and Tami (Rinker, '00) Schemper
rejoice in the birth of their daughter, Mollie 
DiAnn, born on October 6, 2006, in Temecula, 
California.
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 Brady (’00) and Rhonda (Schoep, 
’00) Fopma announce the birth of 
Benjamin Dean on February 1, 2007, in 
Sioux Center.
Dustin (’00) and Dacia (Van Wyk, 
’00) Prins announce their fi rstborn son, 
Troyton Harry, born on September 16, 
2006.
Lorinda (Rip, ’01) and Ryan Breems
(’99) welcome a baby girl, Kendra 
Grace, born on July 30, 2006. Kendra 
was adopted at four days old. Th e 
Breems family lives in Orange City, Iowa.
Jeremy (’00) and Jaci Van Den Berg are proud to announce the 
birth of a baby girl, Elyssa Rae, born on July 1, 2007.  “Hannah (2) 
was very excited to get a sister!”
Rachel (De Boer, ’02) and Jeremy Van Beek (’00) are proud to 
announce the birth of a healthy baby boy, Caleb Jeremy, born on 
January 30, 2007, in Sioux Center. “We thank God for the arrival of 
our son!”
Stacey (Brons, ’01) and Russ Smies (’01) announce the birth of 
a baby girl, Sophia Jane, born on December 14, 2006, in Yakima, 
Washington. Sophia joins big sister, Ada.
Fransisca Veldhuis (’01) married Mark Vander Meulen on July 
29, 2006. Th ey live in Grandview, Washington.
Matthew (’01) and Rachel (Van Essen, ’02) Davelaar welcome 
Lelvi James on December 14, 2006. He joins brother Issac.
Loralee (Bykerk, ’ 02) and Mike Bruxvoort (’00) announce the 
birth of a baby girl, Madison Joy, born on November 17, 2006, in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
It is with great joy that Matt (’02) and Chloe (MacKay, ’02) 
Hilden announce that they have been entrusted with a son, Asher 
Roland, born December 10, 2006.
Bradley (’02) and Kristin (Schippers, ’02) Bierma announce 
the birth of Cora Beth, born on January 7, 2007, in Grand Junction, 
Colorado.
Laura (Schippers, ’02) and Steve Kleinheksel announce the 
birth of Bennett Lee, born on November 12, 2006, in Holland, 
Michigan. “God is SO good!” they write.
 Kelly (’02) and April (Te 
Grotenhuis, ’02) Crull announce 
the birth of Alleke Grace, born on 
November 3, 2006 in Castellón de 
la Plana, Spain. Baby news at www.
spaindad.blogspot.com 
Valerie (De Vries, ’02) and 
David Hartemink announce their 
marriage on April 8, 2006, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where they 
also currently live.
Amy (Vroom, ’02) and Rev. David Parrish announce their 
marriage on December 30, 2006. Th ey live in Mokena, Illinois, 
where Dave is pastor of Youth and Spiritual Formation at Christ 
Community Church (RCA) in Palos Heights, Illinois. Amy is an 
associate attorney at Mauck & Baker, LLC in Chicago.
Seth Van Duyn (’02) married Karin Jacobson on December 30, 
2006. Th ey live in Dell Rapids, South Dakota.
Lisa (Bolkema, ’02) and Nathan Tintle had a boy, Dorian LeRoy 
on October 12, 2006, in Holland, Michigan. 
Maria (Davelaar, ’02) and Scott Philipsen (’02) announce the 
birth of Lily June, born on January 5, 2007, in Des Moines, Iowa. 
She joins big sister, Brooklyn.   
Meagan (Van Den Berg, ’03) and Zach  Vreeman (’02) 
announce the birth of a baby boy, Isaac Joshua, born on November 
21, 2006, in Anchorage, Alaska.
Michael (’02) and Laura (VanHattem, ’05) Contant welcomed 
Maetia Alesa on April 7, 2006.
Nicholas (’03) and Coralin (DenBoer, ‘03) Davelaar announce 
the birth of their son, Noah William, on July 6, 2006, in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan.
Vicki Bylsma (’03) and Colin Wielinga (’03) announce their 
marriage on September 8, 2006, in Exeter, Ontario. Th ey live in 
Hamilton, Ontario.
Nick (’03) and Rachel (Mast, ’03) Negen had a second son, Isaac 
Robert, born on August 1, 2006, a brother for Elijah.
Elliot De Jongh (’03) and Elizabeth Englert married on May 13, 
2006. Th e live in Fort Collins, Colorado.
Matthew (’03) and Alexis (Smith, ex’04) Hilbelink live in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, where Matt teaches fourth grade at Intermountain 
Christian School. Alexis is an R.N. at the University of Utah and 
currently a  stay-at-home mom.
Aaron (’03) and Leah (Boersema, ’06) de Jager announce the 
birth of Marc Julles, born on November 17, 2006, in Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada. Aaron writes:  “He looks like his mother, so he is 
very cute!” 
Joya (Gerritsma, ’04) and David Van Der Laan were married on 
November 4, 2006, in Chicago, Illinois, where they also live. Joya 
works at Northwestern Memorial Hospital in downtown Chicago 
as a perinatal and obstetrics/gynecology/oncology nurse. David is 
a professional singer, focusing mainly on jazz, but also performs 
rock, pop, and R&B.
Heidi (Bolkema, ’04) and Ryan De Kruyf adopted a baby girl, 
Aniah Nicole. Aniah was born on May 19, 2006, in North Carolina 
and joined the De Kruyfs on June 4, 2006.
Lindsey (Miller, ’04) and Scott Haney announce the birth of 
Madison Faith, born on January 5, 2007, in Yakima, Washington.
Valerie (Visser, ’05) and Ryan Van Beek were married on 
September 2, 2006, in Orange City, Iowa. Th ey live in Sioux Center.
Jon (’02) and Teresa (Zomermaand, ’02) Dekkers had a baby 
girl, Gracie Layn, on July 21, 2006.
 DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNA AWARD 
A L U M N I  N O T E S
Alumni Weekend features 
Gutierrez and Hilden art show
Sally Jongsma
Alumni art shows during the month of February are becoming a homecoming tradition. Th is 
year’s artists were Chloe Hilden and Sam 
Gutierrez. 
 Hilden’s contribution featured several 
mixed media relief pieces along with some 
vibrant abstract photographic images of 
fl owers. Hilden graduated from Dordt in 
2002 with a Fine Art degree, focusing on 
photography and sculpture. Her sculptural 
work involves primarily mixed media relief, 
as the Alumni Show illustrated. She recently 
completed a series of pieces that she made 
while expecting her fi rst child. In the nine 
pieces in the show, she uses the alphabet to 
consider the attributes of God.
 “I wanted to provide him not only 
with something unique to adorn his room 
but also to combine elementary lessons 
with the profound,” she says. Th e mostly 
wood works also use glass, metal, paper, 
leather, dried plants, and even a bit of 
ribbon. Hilden describes the other works in 
the show as macro photography images of 
fl owers that explore color and shape. 
 “Th is has been my primary 
photographic focus since graduating, 
and I continue to fi nd a fascination with 
capturing and celebrating the everyday 
details of life in new and inspiring ways 
through abstracted representation,” she 
says.
  Before becoming a mom in 
December 2006, Hilden worked as the 
communications director for First Baptist 
Church in Minneapolis. Following the 
birth of her son, she decided to dedicate 
more of her time to mothering and, she 
hopes, art making. Hilden also serves as an 
Artist-in-Resident on occasion through an 
organization called COMPAS that serves 
schools and communities throughout 
Minnesota, and she is a member and the 
membership coordinator of the Robbin 
Gallery, a small member-run gallery in her 
hometown of Robbinsdale, Minnesota. 
  Sam Gutierrez graduated with an art 
major in 2000 and, even though he has 
never earned a regular “pay check” through 
his art making, he continues to create 
works of art in his spare time—mostly 
on the weekends. Gutierrez, who is an 
accomplished printmaker, had a show at 
Dordt three years ago that was made up 
of black and white relief prints (linocuts). 
In the current show, he uses more color, 
focusing especially on the interaction of 
color and shape.
 “I fi nd people the most fascinating 
subject matter, and I love to explore their 
shapes, bodies, and faces,” he says. “Being 
human is mysterious, playful, intriguing 
and beautiful.”  Th e February show was 
a mostly playful collection of works, 
including not only human faces, but also 
machines, water towers, angels, and devils. 
Some works also explored serious issues: 
the infl uence of mass media—for good or 
bad, mental illness, and the relational eff ects 
of the Fall. Gutierrez’s inspirations range 
from a sermon on Job for “Angle Noise” to 
the sleek water tower north of Sioux Center 
for “Tower Power” to experiences with 
people struggling with mental illness for 
“Trouble.”
 “It’s an eclectic grouping of work,” 
Gutierrez says. He enjoys looking for new 
ways to see the world. “Creativity needs to 
be nurtured or it dies,” he says. He doesn’t 
want his creativity to die, so he makes time 
on weekends and in summers to do his 
art. He no longer dreams of being a famous 
artist, as he once did, and in fact, he says, 
he’s not sure he would want to do art full-
time. 
 “It’s a bit of a solitary existence,” he says. 
Working in a studio for long stretches of 
time is energizing but also isolating. He 
has come to believe that the inspiration 
he gets from other parts of his life feed his 
creativity in positive ways.
 Gutierrez has been working as a campus 
ministry assistant and resident director 
at Dordt College for the past four years. 
Prior to that he worked as a youth pastor in 
California, where he grew up. Next year he 
plans to attend seminary.
 “I enjoy making art and making it 
accessible to people,” he says. And he likes 
the fact that he sells enough of it to pay for 
the materials to continue to create new art. 
 On the Web 
For a look at more of Sam 




Ida Kaastra Mutoigo graduated from Dordt College in 1982, and then took additional courses at the University of Guelph, in her home province of Ontario, to study 
international development with an emphasis 
on agriculture.
 “At that time we still thought that if we 
looked hard enough, we’d fi nd a solution to 
poverty through agriculture,” she says. In 
1985, armed with what she’d learned, she 
moved to Uganda to work with the Christian 
Reformed World Relief Committee.
 “Th e fi t was good because agriculture is 
done mainly by women in Uganda,” she says. 
She spent nine years there, the last fi ve as the 
director of CRWRC operations in Uganda. 
In that role, she helped CRWRC 
partner with other Christian 
organizations to better 
serve the area, she 
mentored staff  
members, she helped plan development 
activities, and she conducted community 
assessments.
 In 1992 she married her husband, James, 
and aft er their fi rst child was born in 1994, 
the Mutoigos moved to Canada.
 Mutoigo thought she’d be a stay-at-
home mom for a while, but soon found 
herself applying for a job with the Christian 
Reformed Church (CRCNA) in Canada. 
CRCNA Canada wanted to set up an 
organization called Servicelink, and she was 
hired to make the program happen. She got 
Servicelink off  the ground and today it 
is a thriving program in the United 
States as well, connecting 
individuals and groups 
with needs 
across the 
continent and around the world.
 Six years later, in 2000, aft er she had 
completed a master’s degree, CRWRC 
needed a team leader for Eastern and 
Southern Africa. Mutoigo and her family, 
now fi ve members, were convicted through 
prayer that God was leading them back to 
Uganda.
 Mutoigo traveled across Africa 
supporting CRWRC staff , evaluating 
what was going well and what should 
be improved. Th e HIV/AIDS crisis was 
exploding. Mutoigo along with African 
church partners and staff  helped shape a 
vision for where the needs were greatest and 
how issues of justice, so obviously a factor 
in the crisis, could be addressed. CRWRC 
continues to receive and manage several 
large grants, including some from USAID,  
that address this crisis.  
  Mutoigo’s most signifi cant contribution 
during this time, she believes, was the 
development of a leadership training 
program based at Uganda Christian 
University.
 From her master’s program studies she 
learned that to be eff ective, organizations 
needed to identify the primary factor that 
would enable their vision to bear fruit. 
“Train a leader, impact a community” 
became their motto. 
 “So many leaders don’t understand their 
role or they’ve lost their passion,” she says. 
She found that some leaders couldn’t manage 
fi nances, others lacked technical skills. 
Today more than one hundred Africans—
including one Muslim who in the process 
became a Christian—have completed the 
degree or diploma program and are at work 
in the churches and communities in their 
countries.
 “We’re very concerned with 
communities,” says Mutoigo. Many Western 
NGOs (Non-Governmental Organizations) 
off ering relief have lost their eff ectiveness 
because they’ve become so driven by money 
and the individual priorities of the people 
who give that money.” She believes CRWRC 
and Christian organizations need to be 
servant leaders, fi nding what people and 
communities genuinely need rather than 
imposing their Western cultural ideas on 
them.
 Th is past December Mutoigo and her 
family moved back to Canada, this time for 
her to take on the responsibility of being 
CRWRC Director in Canada.
 Mutoigo’s enthusiasm for the work of 
CRWRC is contagious. She is energized both 
by the communities around the world that 
she visits and by the volunteers and friends 
who generously support the work being 
done.
 “We hear so much that is negative about 
our culture,” she says, “but I see many people 
who are selfl ess and committed to giving 
in ways that empower others. When 
you put your faith and trust in 
God and let his people 
work, amazing 
things result.” 
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 Th e two Dordt College alumnae honored during Alumni Weekend 2007 show a deep 
commitment to service. Both have given their lives to help improve the lives of others—Ida 
Kaastra Mutoigo in rural Africa, and Mary (Vander Ploeg) Post in urban Chicago. Th eir paths 
were diff erent, though. Mutoigo knew at age thirteen that she wanted to be a missionary and 
planned her schooling accordingly. Mary left  college unsure how she would spend her adult 
professional life and never dreamed she’d be an urban school administrator.
Mary (Vander Ploeg) Post graduated from Dordt in 1979 with a B.A. 
in English and from the University of Iowa 
with an M.A. in library science in 1983. Post 
grew up in Pella, Iowa, taught briefl y in a 
small rural school, and worked as a librarian 
following school. It wasn’t until she and her 
husband, Jerry, an attorney, moved to Chicago 
and “happened upon” the Lawndale Christian 
Reformed Church that she found her career. 
For the past twenty years, she’s been busy with 
urban Christian education at the Chicago 
West Side Christian School (CWSCS). She 
began her service with CWSCS as a librarian 
and gradually became more and more 
involved with the school. Ten years ago, when 
the principal left , she was one of three people 
appointed to the leadership team—essentially 
a shared principal position.
 “It’s been a powerful model for our small 
school,” she says noting that she and the other 
two members of the administrative team 
work collaboratively and well together. 
 “I never thought I’d be a school 
administrator, but my work over the years 
gave me the experience I needed to do what 
I do now,” she says. Post describes her role 
wryly as “building engineer.” She oversees 
many of the logistics of operating the school, 
including putting out a monthly newsletter 
and writing grants to keep the institution 
afl oat.
 CWSCS is a parochial school run by 
the Lawndale CRC. It provides an amazing 
service to the community and also serves as a 
way to demonstrate the power of Christ’s love 
to families of its students. 
 “Our students are both churched and 
unchurched,” Post says. It is not uncommon 
for parents unconnected with any church 
to come to the Lord through their children 
who attend CWSCS. Both the school and the 
church build strong relationships within the 
neighborhood and with other faith-based 
groups in the area. In that way, the school’s 
infl uence extends well beyond its walls.
 Post helps coordinate the eff orts of a 
diverse group of teachers and supporters 
who are very explicit about the Christian 
foundation upon which their school rests. 
Ninety-six percent of the students are 
African-American, and sixty-three percent of 
the children come from low income families.
One 
of the most 
exciting things to 
happen within the past 
six years was the construction 
of a new building that more than 
doubled the number of students CWSCS 
could educate. Because of a waiting list, 
enrollment jumped from 99 students to over 
200—capacity for the vision the school has for 
itself. Currently the waiting list extends to fi ve 
years. 
 Another highlight was the installation 
of a playground through KaBOOM, an 
organization whose mission is to have a play 
space within walking distance of every child 
in America, and built by an army of 200 
volunteers in less than eight hours.
 Post’s days are never boring and always full 
of challenges.
 “We operate on a faith budget,” she says. 
“We’re always looking for people who care 
about urban Christian education. And God’s 
provision always strengthens us. On the day 
we 
need 
to meet our 
payroll, a check 
oft en arrives in the mail. 
We plan as well as we can and 
believe our eff orts will be blessed.”
 Post and her co-workers continue to 
shape CWSCS into a thoughtful learning 
community where students and teachers feel 
a sense of belonging. 
 “I love what I do. Th e work is purposeful, 
and the relationships are rich,” says Post. 
She is thinking, though, that when she turns 
sixty-fi ve, she’d like to go back to just being a 
librarian.
Distinguished Alums
 DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNA AWARD 
 On the Web 
Find out more about the 
Distinguished Alumnae's places of 
employment at www.crna.org/pages/
servicelink_front.cfm (Mutoigo) and 
at www.cwscs.org (Post).
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